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Abstract 

The purpose of the study was to explore the practices and experiences among journalists 

covering corruption in Uganda. Its specific objectives included understanding the experiences 

journalists face in covering corruption, exploring the challenges of journalists in covering 

corruption and exploring the influence of journalistic experiences on journalistic practice in 

covering corruption issues within Uganda. The study adopted a qualitative approach using in-

depth interviews to collect data from a sample of 12 journalists from Daily Monitor Media 

House. The data was collected through in-depth interviews using an interview guide and during 

analysis an inductive thematic approach was adopted. One of the key findings of the study was 

that journalists faced institutional challenges such as institutional incarceration, law suits, 

equipment destruction and fear for life.  
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Chapter one 

1.0 Introduction 

This study assessed Ugandan journalists’ experiences in covering corruption. This 

chapter presented the background to the study, statement of the problem, research objectives, 

research questions, scope, justification and significance of the study, and definitions of the key 

terms used. 

1.1 Background to the Study 

In world communities today, democracies are designed by the society’s right to not only 

know but also have access to information (OECD, 2018). Freedom of speaking and expression 

is one of the most significant of all choices which makes it a real foundation of fairness (Singh, 

2014). The author also says that the media’s role as public watchdogs are of dynamic 

importance when it comes to the investigation and exposure of corruption. Corruption is a 

secret and hidden crime (Bridenthal, 2012), but journalists are reported to shine a light on those 

who use their entrusted power for personal gain (International Center for Journalists, 2023). 

According to Bradley (2023), such reporting is all about making public stories that powerful 

forces would prefer to keep secret. All too often, the influential forces involved in corruption 

when exposed by the public watchdogs like the journalists will go to great lengths such as 

threats, violence and killing to silence the watchdogs occur but go unpunished (Transparency 

International, 2023), yet Chibita (2016) argues that, “the media freedom should be 

characterized by freedom of the media to operate without undue interference from the 

government, big business or other powerful forces…” (p. 28) 
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In most countries, many journalists work in tough and risky environments. (Radsch, 

2016), journalists who seek to reveal economic and political corruption do so at great individual 

life danger (UNESCO, 2023).  It is therefore hard to access information especially of those 

involved in corruption scandals, hence making it had for the journalists to update the public on 

who is misusing public office thus the experiences and challenges that come along while 

covering corruption. 

Internationally, journalists who cover corruption in various sectors such as political, 

environmental, health, economic and other sectors. suffer a great deal of challenges such as 

assassinations,threats,harshness and many other experiences that are usually aggressive in 

nature (Grecko, 2020).There are lot of experiences encountered by journalists that interfere 

with their  role as watchdogs such as limits on freedom of the press, punitive lawsuits, violence 

and financial constraints that make it hard for the media industry to fund the corruption 

tendencies (Moene, 2019). Hence attacks on journalists who represent society to gather 

information hinders the public’s right to access information especially data on corruption. 

In Kenya, the situation is no different as it recorded several cases of abuses against 

individual journalists and media workers let alone online harassment (Obiria, 2019). 

In Kenya, journalists continue to experience great levels of violence, persecution, 

intimidation, removal of equipment, insecurity, poor justice methods, and deaths on covering 

corruption (Journalists for Human Rights, 2020; CIPESA, 2022). This disrupts the whole 

significant range of journalistic work and leaves the public at the mercy and unaware of what 

happens in their society. 

In Uganda, persecution of journalists who report on military, safety, corruption and 

governance issues is no breaking news anymore which leads to media restrictions such as 
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sedition and betrayal (Kakumba, 2022). These sedition and Treason laws when put in place 

drive the media to self-censorship.  

In 1993, Daily Monitor Newspaper started investigative reporting with Charles 

Onyango Obbo breaking news on a scandal of an attempted acquisition of more than 400 Anti-

tank missiles by the government of Uganda. The government’s response to the story resulted 

into Daily Monitor not revealing their source of information for other corruption stories thus 

the stories could not to be accredited, hence frustrating the journalists. (Daily Monitor.1992) 

Journalist’s negative experiences in covering corruption is a great disservice to the 

society and the public. Any attack on journalist’s safety, health or physical and mental well-

being is a direct assault on that journalist’s ability to inform the public. Ultimately, it is the 

public that suffers. 

1.2 Brief background to The Daily Monitor 

Daily Monitor is a privately owned newspaper founded in 1992 under Monitor 

Publications Limited. It is located at 29-35 8th  Street Namuwongo Road Industrial Area 

Kampala Uganda.  The Daily Monitor updates the public unconstrained and conducts serious 

investigative reporting that interests the public. They frequently break stories and set the 

bulletin agenda.  

The researcher selected Daily Monitor because it remains with the highest number of 

subscription in Uganda its main rival the New Vision. Therefore, making Daily Monitor a 

preferable media house for research. (Daily Monitor.1992) 
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1.3 Problem Statement 

According to Rasool (2023) lack of access to crucial government material and 

information by government operatives limits the community and the journalists from getting 

the information they need to back up the corruption outrages elevated. This is because the 

information given to them may be inappropriate, or the official consultants may choose not to 

work together and release it out to the journalists thus makes their work a bit sluggish (Mughal, 

2023). 

The covering of corruption related issues by the media increases public awareness and 

hostility towards corrupt behavior (Nogara, 2009; Sodprasert, 2022). In Uganda, it has become 

apparent that corruption is still a problem for the government has not come up with specific 

laws or ideas to reduce it (Flanary & Watt, 1999).  Press coverage especially by the privately 

run media houses contribute to exposing flaws and weaknesses in existing laws and regulations 

that promote a climate favorable to corruption (Human Rights Watch, 2010). However 

journalists covering corruption experience a number of issues ranging from violent and non-

violet attacks (Khan, 2021).   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


