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ABSTRACT

This study investigated the influence of political finance on women’s local
governance representation in Rubaya Sub County, Mbarara District, Uganda. The
study's specific objectives were as follows: To find out the sources of political
finance that influence women’s governance elections in the sub-county of Rubaya.
To establish the models of political financing that support women's policy concerns
in Rubaya Sub County. To examine the challenges faced in political financing
affecting women’s political representation performance in Rubaya Sub County.
Political finance had a significant role in influencing local governance dynamics and
representation, particularly in relation to women's participation. Women's political
source of funds is key information in describing their determinants of representation.
Mixed methods research, which came into being as a result of a merger of qualitative
and quantitative approaches, was adopted in an attempt to have an engagement
with data from stakeholders like women aspirants, political parties, funders, and
members of society.

The study explored and looked into political finance sources that have been
financing women leadership elections in Rubaya Sub County. The study explored
official and unofficial funds sources such as political party funds, private funds, and
own funding. With respect to certain models of political finance, the study aimed at
taking the influence of the models to the women'’s policy agenda and mobilization
to their rightful position in the municipality. Some of the issues of female candidates
in accessing political finance and their effects on political participation that were
investigated here include inadequate finances, gender discrimination, unequal
opportunity, and cultural limitations. The research findings on inclusive governance
and gender equality since it reminded the women of Rubaya Sub County who had
joined politics of the opportunities and what boundaries that placed them in. The
research findings would be of utmost significance to policy makers, political parties,
civil society, and other stakeholders in women'’s political empowerment and local
government. The research will guide planning and policy formulation in women
affairs in the political fundraising aspect, equal rights, and women's political
participation in the Uganda Mbarara District local government.



CHAPTER ONE

INTRODUCTION
1.1 Background of the Study
With the emergence of elective politics around the globe, the need for political

finance became significant as different parties and individuals competed for elective
positions in the public realm at diverse levels in order to represent their interests at
these levels (Norris, 2006; Weiner & Mayer, 2014). For women who have often
historically been excluded from decision-making, from the household up to the
highest levels of policymaking, the question of political finance to support their
representation in politics has been much more intricate (Gretchen, 2007;
Cheeseman & Dodsworth, 2019). Whereas scholars have mostly emphasized political
finance for elections, vast areas such as political finance sources, its models, and
the challenges encountered—particularly for women at the local level—still require
more scholarly rigour (Dolan et al., 2019; Kendall, 2017; Cigane & Ohman, 2014).
Indeed, whereas Ferguson’s (1995, 2019) political investment theory, which guides
this study, does not explicitly mention women, it reveals the centrality of political
finance (measured in this study as nature of sources, models, and challenges) and
women representation (analyzed from women’s election experiences, policy
imperatives, and representation performance) to boost representation irrespective
of level (Muriaas & Wang, 2012; George, 2019).

The concept of political finance essentially focuses on all funds and resources that
are raised, organized, disbursed, and spent for political activities to support
competition to represent the population (Kurebwa, 2016; Ferguson, 1995; Cigane &
Ohman, 2014). In the opinion of Kurebwa (2016), the diversity of purposes for such
financial resources may entail funding for political contests during elections for a
number of public offices, especially as administered by political candidates and
parties. Nonetheless, while recent years have witnessed political reforms, including
those targeting political finance, this area remains difficult to equitably regulate
across the gender spectrum in developing countries (Weiner & Mayer, 2014; Norris,
2006; Cheeseman & Dodsworth, 2019). Thus, the reform of political financial
arrangements remains very high on the political calendar in all democratic countries
to promote representation diversity involving women at all levels (Mugisha &
Barongo, 2000; Tripp, 2013).



Different researchers have investigated the practicalities involved in political
finance and its effect on women'’s local governance representation engagements and
outcomes (Dolan et al., 2019; Kendall, 2017; Muriaas & Wang, 2012). Some have
found that political finance plays a critical role in deciding how much women’s
representation becomes effective, specifically where the sources for such financial
resources are not compromising (Walecki, 2007; George, 2019; Cigane & Ohman,
2014). Prior research has noted earlier deviant and composite political finance
trends that deempower the home-grown political aspirations of women (Weiner &
Mayer, 2014; Cigane & Ohman, 2014). Others of theirs have built strong connections
between political finance and women's politics since they aim to intrude into
representational seats held in city councils by resident institutional organs and fiscal
provisions (George, 2019; Dolan et al., 2019; Norris, 2006). Thus, inclusive local
democracy requires visionary governments to make such data available as an
endeavor to attain political finance determinants like sources, funding, and
obstacles in local government (Araujo & Tejedo-Romero, 2016; Deb et al., 2003;
Gretchen, 2007).

The same can be said for the Ugandan local democratic space, especially for poor
rural women from the grassroot who would wish to voice Ugandan society in rural
Uganda (Muriaas & Wang, 2012; Mugisha & Barongo, 2000; Deb et al., 2003).The
perception of local representation demands an analysis of this concept in order to
understand the local settings in which it is practiced and representation outcomes
for women in such locations (Goetz et al., 2003; Tripp, 2013). Representation refers
to the action of engaging in discourse or performing duties on behalf of an individual
or group of persons so as to advance their interests (Cheeseman & Dodsworth, 2019;
Araujo & Tejedo-Romero, 2016). It also means occupying a position that bestows an
individual or a body the authority to speak on behalf of a given population (Norris,
2006; George, 2019). Women’s political representation in local governance,
therefore, means practical engagement in local politics in order to get involved in
decision-making processes in their localities, particularly in competition for elective

positions with male counterparts (Tripp, 2013; Muriaas & Wang, 2012).



This analysis, however, is silent on the practical realities that women are likely to
face at the local level as they seek public office in elective politics (Dolan et al.,
2019; George, 2019). In Uganda, while women are represented at the local level,
including at the sub-county, this investigation scarcely highlights the concerns
affecting women'’s representation, especially in relation to financial resources for
women'’s local governance elections (Cigane & Ohman, 2014; Weiner & Mayer, 2014).
Studies have indicated that a number of factors, including women's low levels of
formal education—mostly acquired at lower levels of government—and their severe
lack of resources to further their political aspirations, have an impact on women’s
presence in politics (Muriaas & Wang, 2012; Mugisha & Barongo, 2000; Deb et al.,
2003). Scholars argue that the conditions for representation at this level are unlikely
to favor the majority of women, who often have limited or no access and control
over supportive resources (Norris, 2006; Dolan et al., 2019). Furthermore, evidence
has raised the question of whether women in these local settings effectively fulfill
their representation duties, especially given that in some cases, women have overly
demanding representation loads (Araujo & Tejedo-Romero, 2016; Goetz et al., 2003;
Ferguson, 2019). Understanding how these representational burdens affect women’s
policy and legislative influence at this level is critical. To strengthen women's
representative capacity, local democracy, and the quality of local governance, it is
imperative to comprehend these effects, especially in Uganda’s local governments
(Dolan et al., 2019; Tripp, 2013; George, 2019).

Scholars have questioned whether certain political finance could potentially
undermine women's ability to perform their local government representation jobs
successfully, in addition to legislative and policy preferences. For example, key
research has revealed that political funding facilitates women’s recruitment in
politics but likely undermines their personal and women interests they represent
since they must follow the Political funders’ political positions (Ragnhild, et al. 2019;
Cheeseman & Dodsworth, 2019). Related literatureshows that while political funding
is generally available in most countries, it overall elicits mixed effects on women’s
political interests as an incentive mechanism to increase their representation in
politics. This findingis echoed by recent research conducted in Uganda (Mushemeza,
2019; Tripp, 2013; Muriaas & Wang, 2012; Goetz, et al. 2003).



Political financing remains a significant barrier to women’s effective participation
in governance globally, and Uganda is no exception. Despite the constitutional and
legislative frameworks aimed at promoting gender equality—such as Article 32 of the
1995 Constitution and the Local Government Act—women continue to face systemic
obstacles that restrict their political agency (Constitution of Uganda, 1995; Ahikire,
2007). Among the most pervasive of these challenges is the issue of political
financing, which affects women disproportionately due to pre-existing socio-

economic disparities (Tamale, 1999; International IDEA, 2016).

The high cost of running political campaigns has been well-documented in Uganda,
where both national and local elections require significant financial outlays for
activities such as transport, media, printing campaign materials, and voter
mobilization (Kiiza, 2010; Makara, 2009). These costs are often beyond the reach of
many female aspirants, particularly those from rural or economically disadvantaged
backgrounds (Ahikire, 2007; Tripp, 2001). Although women in Uganda benefit from
affirmative action provisions—such as reserved seats for female councillors—this
does not mitigate the financial burden associated with campaigning, which remains

largely individualized and privately funded (Tamale, 1999; Wang, 2013).

Furthermore, the lack of adequate support from political parties exacerbates this
financing gap. Most political parties in Uganda tend to invest more in male
candidates, perceiving them as more "viable" due to their stronger financial
capabilities and networks (Goetz, 2003; International IDEA, 2016). This bias is
further entrenched by weak enforcement of political finance regulations under the
Political Parties and Organizations Act (2005), which offers minimal accountability
and oversight, thereby enabling wealthier candidates to dominate (Kiiza, 2010;

Transparency International, 2015).

In local governments, such as Rubaya Sub-County, the financial barriers faced by
women are particularly severe. Women in these areas are often engaged in

subsistence agriculture or informal labor, limiting their access to personal or donor



funding for political campaigns (Ahikire, 2007; Tripp, 2001). Without targeted
interventions—such as campaign financing support, capacity building, and
enforcement of equitable resource allocation—women’s political representation
remains symbolic rather than transformative (Makara, 2009; Wang, 2013).

Therefore, given Uganda's local governance framework, the relationship between
political finance and women's political representation at the local level is still
debatable (Mushemeza, 2019). Regarding the impact of political funding on women's
representation, there is some room for debate. This is particularly the situationwith
women’s conditions in Rubaya Sub County where this study was conducted. This sub
county located in Mbarara District is cited among the local governments that are
grappling with ineffective women’s representation, high poverty rates, questions
arising due to signs of unsatisfactory job performance in the indicators depicted in
the ACODE administered score card reports for local governments (Bainomugisha, et
al. 2017; Bainomugisha, et al. 2014). This is one of the reasons why, in terms of how
it affects women's local representation, the influence of political financing on
female performance is problematic. In this study, the components of women's

representation and political finance that are absent are addressed.

1.2 The problem statement

For ages, political finance has played a pivotal role in competitive politics. To
promote women political representation, recent years have witnessed many
developing countries building on decades-old political financial arrangements as
instruments to make local democracy more inclusive. As such, a wealth of research
has been produced regarding the importance of encouraging women's
representation both generally and in local governance political contexts (Ragnhild,
et al. 2019; Gretchen, 2017; Weiner & Mayer, 2014). Scholars’ analyses have further
revealed the active linkages between political finance and women’s representation
processes as encountered in local governance (George, 2019). Nonetheless, while
current information suggestsa clear relationship between political finance and
women’s local governance representation experiences, it hardly examines the
nature, models and ways in which it influences women’s representation activities.
Neitherdoes current literature adequately examine the political finance influence
on women’s local elections, their local policy concerns after elections nor

representation challenges within the local governance structure.
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Specifically, not much research has been conducted to properly understand how
political finance impacts on women’s representation activities as it may be
obtained in Rubaya Sub County’s local governance setting. The majority of prior
academic research on the relationship between women's representation in local
government and political finance has, in fact, been done in local governance
institutions outside of Uganda (Dolan et al., 2019; Gretchen, 2017). While some
research carried out in Uganda addresses how political finance affects women
political representation, decision making and legislative limitations (Mushemeza,
2019; Bainomugisha et al. 2019), it hardly analyses financial flows during women’s
terms in office. Consequently, how political finance influences their local
governance election experiences, their policy concerns and representation

performance were established in this study.

1.3 The research objectives
The general objective of the study was to assess the influence of political finance on

women’s local governance representation in Mbarara District.

1.4 Specific objective of the study

i) To find out the sources of political finance that influence women’s
governance election s in the subcounty of Rubaya.

i) To establish the models of political financing that support women’s policy
concerns in Rubaya SubCounty.

iii) To examine the challenges faced in political financing affect women’s

political representationperformance in Rubaya Sub County.

1.5 Research questions
i) What are the sources of political finance that influence women'’s

governance election s in the sub countyof Rubaya?

i) What are the models of political financing that support women’s policy

concerns in Rubaya SubCounty?

iii)  What are the challenges faced in political financing that affects

women’s political representationperformance in Rubaya Sub County?



1.6 The Study's Scope

1.6.1 Geographic Scope
The study was carried out in Western Uganda's Ankole subregion's Rubaya Sub

County (RSC), which is part of the Mbarara District. Rubaya shares borders with the
following areas: The East with Kiruhura District; the North with Kashari Sub County;
the South with Kakiika and Biharwe Division; and the West with Rwanyamehembe
Sub County. The sub county is the largest governance unit in the district, with 15
parishes and 148 villages. As the biggest sub county both in terms of size and
population, the administrative with the highest total demographic proportion
(UBQOS, 2016). The farthest point of the sub county is located approximately 37
kilometers by road in the northwest of Mbarara City (see Appendix D). The
considerations for the selection of this area were mostly based on population size,
geographical location of the designated locations in a rural area in the district as
well as the statistics which show that this sub county has one of the highest poverty
rates (MDC, 2016). Therefore, Rubaya Sub County has the relevant population

characteristics from which appropriate respondents in this study were drawn.

1.6.1 Content Scope:

In Rubaya Sub County, Mbarara district, the study examined the sources of political
finance that influence women’s governance elections, the models of political
financing that support women’s policy concerns, the challenges faced in political
financing affect women’s political representation performance in Rubaya Sub

County.

1.6.2 Subject scope

The populace Politicians, technocrats employed by the RSC's technical wing, and a
chosen group of residents comprised the study's scope.

1.6.3 Time scope

The study covered the years 2016-2021, when the last dissertation was finished and
turned in. This period, which included two terms of office, each lasting five years,
is important to measure the impact of political funding on women's representation

experiences in the RSC. The period helped to examine the natureof sources for



political finance, its models and the ways in which political finance-induced
challenges affect rural women performance in RSC up to date. This time scope was
appropriate to investigate women'’s local governance elections experiences, policy

concerns and their representation performance in RSC.

1.7Justification of the study

This research is guided by the current debate on political finance and women's
representation in local government and the political effects of that representation.
Regarding how political finance affects women's representation in local governance
settings, the discourse presents an ambiguous picture. Some studies indicate that
political finance bolsters representation and strengthens local governance and vice-
versa (Cigane & Ohman, 2014). Contrary research findings suggest that local
governance can be strong even where there is no involvement and representation
of women in politics (Jabeen, 2010). This unclear state of knowledge implies that
there is need for more research on the influence of political finance on women’s
representation in local governance contexts. Again, such a picture implies need for
more investigation to establish the particular context in which the interface
between political finance and women’s representation in local governance leadsto
inclusive and quality governance conditions across gender groups. Examined from
the perspective of ruralareas such as those of RSC (proposed site of the study)
where not much intellectual work has been done, is likely to contribute to rich
theoretical outcomes and provide directions for further reform. As a result, this
study filled in this information gap and added practical data from RSC to the body
of academic knowledge already in existence. The knowledge correctly depicted the
key dynamics in political finance (measured as sources, models and challenges) and
women representation (elections, policy imperatives and representation
performance) which likely apply to Uganda’s local governance. The results
particularly shaded light on the nature of influence of political finance on women’s

representation and how they exercise this representation in RSC.

From a public policy perspective as an aspect of Public Administration and
Management (PAM), Policy makers and implementers in local governance can use
the study's empirical findings as a foundation for reforming political finance in

order to increase the representation of women in local governance. Such reforms
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can furtherhelp to generate more equitable and gender sensitive re-distribution of
societal resources. The findings can provide an insight into what women’s
representation dimensions need to be improved in order to make local governance
processes more inclusive at the grassroots in terms of gender. Therefore, beyond
contribution toward addressing women'’s representation shortfalls, relevant policy
lessons can be generated to respond to the existing women representation
challenges at the grassroots. This research can further provide the foundation for
devising measures necessary to support women’s-local leadership engagement

whose structuresare very often heavily dominated by men.

1.8 Significance of the study

This study can add to the body of knowledge by providing empirical data regarding
the impact of political funding on women's representation in local government.
With reference to RSC and rural Uganda in general, the findings can be used by
scholars to appreciate the nature of political finance sources, models, challenges,
women local elections, policy imperatives and representation performance in rural
contexts. In essence, the utility or real significance of the study can be the political
and policy guidance that will emerge to help state officials at different levels to
spearhead political finance and local governance reforms. Ultimately, the reforms
can contribute to improving governance outcomes in a gender balanced manner.
Mostlocal governance units in Uganda and beyond can profit from the findings of
this study to as a yardstick to understand on the influence of political finance on

women’s representation prospects in lower local governancesettings.

1.9 Theoretical framework

Ferguson's (1995) Political Investment Theory, which primarily addresses financial
flows to various entities to fund political activities in a given setting, served as the
foundation for this study. The theory makes a number of important assumptions. It
asserts that financial resources also include contributions made by wealthy
individuals, businesses, and foundations to political parties, pressure groups, and
other organizations. Ferguson presents his idea, which draws inspiration from the
US context, as both a complement to and a departure from the conventional views
of democracy centered on the median voter. The theory's fundamental premise is

that various political stakeholders experience distinct political outcomes as a result
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of political financing. According to his interpretation, political finance is simply an
important investment choice made by a number of motivated political players or
individuals looking to influence politics at a specific moment in the hopes of earning

“returns” on their capital.

While earlier political finance theories largely ignored the implications of this
political reality, Ferguson makesit the basis of the Investment Theory of Party
Competition, theorizing that if voters cannot bear the cost of becoming informed
about public affairs they have little hope of successfully supervising government
(Ferguson, 1983).

In his analysis, this is the window that political “investors” use to make donations
to political entities at the service of society. Ferguson's political investment theory
goes on to say that significant political investors, who typically have a legitimate
interest in controlling state structures, define the genuine market for political
parties. The fundamental tenet of the Political Investment Theory is that, because
the average voter lacks the knowledge necessary to participate in politics, the
interests of those who can, to their benefit, can influence the political system. As
a result, the political investment theory goes on to say that political funders are
best understood as investors who support political candidates who pledge to further

their interests, as opposed to being viewed as just vote-getters.

The political investment theory discusses the role of political parties, ordinary
voters and wealthy investors. In regards to political parties, Thomas Ferguson, the
actual rivalry between political parties comes from large capitalists who want to
make investments to take control of the government (Furguson, 2019, 1995, 1993).
This is due to his belief that political parties should adopt stances that allow them
to draw the funding necessary to conduct profitable campaigns in circumstances
when money is a crucial factor. According to the theory, common voters have the
ability to significantly invest in an electoral system. It also asserts that the
electorate is simply too impoverished, not too foolish or worn out to dominate the
political system. According to Ferguson, one of the factors wealthy investors are
able to influence politics to their advantage is that much of the politically relevant

information that is so expensive for ordinary citizens to acquire comes quite
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naturally to businesses in the course of their daily operations. One strong argument
the political investment theory makes is on the role of political parties, which in
the Ugandansetting sponsor their candidates, including at the local level. But the
question is: Are the political parties in Uganda able to sponsor all their candidates?
If so, is the sponsorship adequate? These are some of the concernsthis theory does
not answer in light of poor conditions and limited education of most women at the
local levelin Uganda. In addition, while Thomas Ferguson’s theory is relevant for
this study, it has a few more weaknesses. It does not fully explain the situation in
developing countries where there are very few wealthy investors and where small
donors hardly exist. Finally, the theory does not specifically mention women.
Overall, however, the theory’s applicability to the study of political finance
influence on women’s representation in Uganda’s local governance cannot be
overemphasized. The linkages in the proposed study are summarized as depicted

in Figure 1.
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1.10: Conceptual framework
Figure 1: Conceptual Framework for the research

Independent Dependent variable
variable. Women’s Local Governance
Political finance. Reprgsentauon

e Legislative o Elections and

concerns. consultation awareness

e Individual - > e Education

financial resources e Competence

e Political

Membership

Intervening variables
e Family status
e Confinement to domestic roles

e Cultural/religious prescriptions

Source: Based on researchers’ conceptualization and design of the study

The conceptualization of the study in Figure 1 showed that political finance had deeply
entrenched implications and influenced women’s local governance representation
processes. Political finance was regarded as the independent variable and representation
of women in local governance, as the dependent variable. The figuresuggested that the
dependent variable was affected by intervening variables in terms of government action,
the global public and the open society. Political finance was investigated based on
respondents’ knowledge on Legislative concerns, Individual financial resources and
Political Members. Women’s local governance representations were measured in terms of

their consultation awareness, Education and Competence. These measurements were
12



overall, these variables helped in determining the nature and scope of political finance’
influence, how it practically affected women’s representation and the ways it affected

the women’s public decision-making at the local level.

1.11 Definition of terms in the studyPolitical finance
According to this study, the concept of Political finance includes all monies raised and

spent for political purposes in a given electoral cycle, normally 5 years. All elections for
public posts managed by parties and candidates, as well as all political contests for voter
participation, are examples of such reasons. These include nomination fees, campaign
funds, field office management, legislative and residents’ consultation support after
elections. In this study, the concept was measured by focusing on the sources, its models

and associated challenges.

Local governance

The institutional and political mechanisms that are used to make and carry out decisions
make up governance. At the local level, where governments engage with communities and
residents on a daily basis through inclusive encounters between regular voters and local

authorities, good governance is especially crucial.

Political representation

Political representation refers to the action of politically engaging in discourse or
performing duties on behalfof an individual or group of persons such as voters or political
committees and groups so as to advance their interests as per this study. Representation
also means the act of occupying a position that bestows an individualor a body with power

to speak on behalf of a given population.

Women representation

This study suggests that women's leadership and participation in local decision-making
processes are equally important components of women's representation. In particular, this
means that women are also compete in the directly elected positions with their male
counterparts. This was measured through and women elections experiences, policy
imperatives, legislative preferences and their representation performance.

Political finance models are frameworks and systems that analyse and regulate the funding
of political activities, including election campaigns and political parties. These models aim
to ensure transparency, accountability, and fairness in political finance, as well as to

prevent corruption and undue influence.
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CHAPTER TWO
LITERATURE REVIEW

2.0 Introduction

In order to determine the impact of political financing on the representation of
women in local governance, this chapter evaluated empirical research. The goals of
the study guided the arrangement of this chapter's subthemes. This means that the
chapter discusses academic papers or earlier research on the factors being

examined.

Nature of sources for political finance and women'’s local governance elections
This section examined the major studies on the source of political finance and how
it influenced women'’s elections. The discourse on the nature of sources of political
finance was examined to identify the implicationson the quality of local governance

at the community level.

2.1 Political finance and women'’s election in local governance settings

Local government, being the nearest to the grass-root of society, including rural
dwellers, has been describedas the basic type of political arrangement where
participatory democracy is characterized by good governanceconsiderations can be
achieved. But at this level of governance, women are significantly marginalized.
Some of the current recent literature suggests that women at this level are
subjected to tokenism where they do not enjoy real political power at this level of
governance. This literature adds that society is denied the advantageof women’s
full potential as they are undermined by circumstances which may include culture,
gender stereotypes, poverty and general powerlessness at the grassroots (Illesanmi,
2018).

Furthermore, factors such as gender relations explain under-representation of
women at the lower levels of governance and decision-making which results in
governance deficits. This is so because such circumstances combined with the
general limited education and poor access and control to resources by women create

the conditions which make it difficult for this gender to be politically represented
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at the lower levels of society (Ragnhild & Wang, 2012). Scholars posit that in order
to effectively respond to such politically destabilizationconcerns by women, modern
democratic systems of government which run on political party arrangements have
put in place finance mechanisms. These analyses explain that the political financial
measures are essentially for supporting candidates in competitive political races for
representation of the population (Mlambo, et al. 2019; Hern, 2018; Kumar, 2016;
Tripp, 2019). While these studies address the question of political finance, they
hardly address how much financial resources are given to women or even which
levelsof political aspirants are financially supported join politics and represent their
people. In the case of Uganda, Tripp (2001) addresses the political finance question
but where women are discussed in general without specifically discussing the lower

levels of governance, which the study explored.

2.2 Nature of sources of political finance and effects on women’s grassroots
politics

While the discussion on political finance explores the government and donor
sources, it is largely silent on therole of the role of ordinary voters, wealthy
investors (foreign or domestic), corporations and individuals. Despite the reality of
limited resources in most developing countries where Uganda is located, there is a
likelihood that apart from government and donors there are other sources whose
nature was explored by this study. Generally, in a study based on US politics,
Gretchen (2017) argues that the nature of sources for politicalfinance determine the
quality and success of representation and governance outcomes. She adds that
overall, those sources that sponsor candidates have socio-economic and political
interests which they normally wish to advance through campaign donations. In her
opinion, such interests, some of them from corporations and rich investors may

undermine politicians’ representation interests.

More relevantly, she reveals that in light of women not having adequate financial
resources, some political finance sources have a compromising nature. Dolan, et
al. (2019) adds that this source of political finance is likely to affect more female
political representatives in their quest for power than their male colleagues since
they inherently command less financial resources in most countries around the

world, Uganda inclusive. However, these are realities expected to obtain at the
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local level, but which are insufficiently examined in recent literature, specifically
on the effect of political finance on women’s representation processes which begin

with their election.

Recent scholarship has specifically organized the sources of political funding in in
three categories. First, thereare scholars who identify political parties as the major
source of funding the world over. These scholars positthat political parties provide
the broadest support to candidates as long as they subscribe to the party ideology
(Weiner & Mayer, 2014). Most relevantly, this perspective on political finance
identifies political parties as the most common sponsors of women candidates. The
challenge with this discourse is that most discussion on women sponsorship in
election emphasizes support funds for nomination and campaigning but is mostly

silenton how this source shapes women’s elections at the local level.

Second, and related to political parties, recent literature has also identified
legislative caucuses, which may bewilling to work across parties or push campaign
finance reforms for supporting women’s political representation in politics
(Araujom & Tejedo-Romero, 2016). One key issue raised about such caucuses as
source for political finance is that the financial resources are purely for electoral
purposes. However, how such funds affect women’s elections at the local level is a
gap that needs to be filled in this research. The key issueis whether political finance
from legislative caucuses reaches the local level or is simply dedicated for national

politicians.

A study carried out across many developing countries revealed that woman’s
groups, particularly those with experience in advocating for women’s political
rights, were also sources for political finance to support powerambitions of women
desirous to promote key women interests (Cigane & Ohman, 2014). Nonetheless,
this source of political finance has been primarily associated with global donors who
support such women’s groups. Manning (2014) emphasizes that the women
politicians sponsored by such groups are normally hard lines whonever compromise
on their positions, yet politics remains a give and take process. To him therefore,
this sourceof political finance might help elect women but its nature makes it

difficult for women to work with other lawmakers on key policies.
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This study will however be interested in exploring if their local women candidates
who are sponsored by suchwomen groups and how this financial support influences
their electoral experiences. There are further studiesthat have acknowledged the
private sector as a source of funding. The researchers raise the issue of its vested
interest in a well-functioning, stable and inclusive democracy. The challenge is
that many of the democraciesin developing countries are not inclusive with women
in need of financial support to effectively represent theirinterests at the local level.
The second challenge with this literature is that it hardly discusses the aspect of

itsnature and how it is likely to affect women’s local elections.

2.3 Nature of political finance sources in developing countries

The nature of political sources has also been specifically discussed focusing on
developing countries. The review further concentrates on Uganda, examining the
influence of political finance on women'’s elections. Inthis regard, Cheeseman and
Dodsworth (2019); Endela (2012) and Ssenkumba 2008 specifically examine the
question of political finance sources. A general point that is discussed by these
studies is that developing countries have very few sources of political finance owing
to the widespread poverty in these countries. Theseresearchers further argue that
political finance sources are generally reserved for every competitive politicalraces
in the face of limited of limited financial resources. Cheeseman and Dodsworth
(2019) contend that African democracies fail women in politics by not providing
them adequate financial resources since they stand a disadvantage in most of these
countries in terms of lesser resource access and control than their male

counterparts.

These studies accordingly help point out that the lack of adequate political
financial support in most of these democracies undermines the quality of
governance. Ssenkumba (2018) specifically discusses political party funding in
Uganda whose known source of funding is from the Uganda government and the
donors. However, all these studies scarcely examine the issue of the nature of
funding. While it is known that the funding of political parties by government might
not give them conditionality’s or control the outcome of representationoutcomes,

donors might covertly do so, likely controlling the way African politics operate
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without due regardto domestic conditions.

Senkumba (2008) further states that there were no provisions in the political parties
funding law that requiredthe parties to treat women and men candidates equally
in financial terms, and improved financial oversight overall. The study reveals that
there are also no provisions for the number of women specified in the law to benefit
from the political party funding (GOU, 2020). Consequently, the study notes that
some party activistscalled for additional financial assistance to women candidates,
either from the government or approached different actors from the general public.
In other words, availability of political funding and access to sufficient funding was
a problem for both women and men but much more pronounces for the former
candidates. But Ssenumba’s (2018) study found out that the male candidates were
given preference for funding provided by their political parties and that it was also
easier for them to raise funding from outside the party arrangements. Many reported
how men are accepted more easily in a political context; with some voters needing
additional persuasion to acknowledge a woman as a candidate just as most global
findings reveal (Sindhuja & Murugan, 2017). In these circumstances, this study
explored the nature of political funding source, how much it was onaverage, its

adequacy and its influence on women elections at the local level, overall.

2.4 Political finance models and women'’s policy concerns in local governance

Political finance models have been described as arrangements or the forms,
arrangements in which political finances are organized in different countries, right
from the national level (the source); to the recipients, normally the political parties
or individuals in some cases (Smith, 2015). The nature of the political funds or
component elements constitutes what Smith (2015) identifies as some of the key
aspects of political finance. In the opinion of Pasquale (2016) the political finance
models are the consistent, characteristics or features of the finances, style of
finance administration by the political parties which literary determine who
accesses thefinance, in most case disadvantaging the weak in society. In a way,
this scholarly opinion points to women politicians as the disadvantaged, likely to
miss out on political finance due to their subordinate position in societal spaces for

decision making to formulate policies supportive to their interests.
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2.5 Political finance indicators and women'’s policy interests

A number of studies have investigated the influence of political finance on political
processes, including legislative ones (Gretchen, 2017; Weiner and Mayer, 2014;
Hern, 2018; Endela, 2012; Jabeen, 2019). Specifically, Weiner and Mayer (2014) and
Hern (2018) report that political finance directly affects legislativeactivities both in
national assemblies and local legislatures. A common finding in both studies is that
most political finance targets election cycles, specifically funding candidates’
electoral activities. The studies however explain that beyond elections, there is
need for well-funded arrangements to support legislative activities, where cherished
issues are legilated into policy to improve the communities they serve. In particular,
Hern (2018) emphasizes the issue of durable financial arrangements to support policy
development that beginswith research, monitoring, evaluation and existing policy
assessment. She reveals that these processes are significant and must be efficiently
carried out, but need legislature and party or candidate sustainable funds to
continuously undertake them. In her analysis, the challenge is that most women in
developing countries are never fully in command of adequate resources to support

policy development that address women and development concerns.

Joining the discourse on the interface between political finance and women’s
policy concerns, Kurebwa (2016) reports that for women councilors in rural
Zimbabwe, it was difficult for political parties (whether theruling or opposition) to
support their political activities beyond the election processes. In his view, this
was due to the limited funds parties held at their disposal. Yet, in his analysis, rural
women councilors operating at the grassroots had very limited financial resources
and were, indeed, too poor to raise their own funds whichwould go into legislating

their concerns into policy.

This perspective is shared by Norris (2006) whose research found out that most
legislative bodies in the developing world hardly afforded adequate funds to
support post-election cycle activities. This study further underlines the political
limitations that undermine women’s efforts to legislate their interests into policy.
Whereas most of this literature appropriately discusses the interface between
political finance and women’s policy concerns, they do not bring out the details of

the perceived linkages. Besides, most of the literature addresses itself to national
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legislatures rather than women in local governance contexts, specifically in rural
areas like RSC.

?.6 Political finance models and limitations in women’s policy representation
issues

A close examination of key studies reveals that political finance models in elective
politics primarily refers tothe conditions or circumstances in which political finance
is provided. These may include the political, socio- economic, legal, policy,
regulatory framework which may exist in a given country at a particular time. Smith
adds that the political finance models usually further comprise institutional
characteristics of the receiving organizations, the goals and objectives as well as
the sizes of the organizations (political parties) and their political considerations
or calculations and strategies in the course of competing for representative politics
(Smith, 2015).

The idea of representation can be seen as an attempt by elected officials or other
public figures "to build moreinclusive, deliberative and engaged relationships with
the public” (Orr and McAteer, 2024). These scholars believe that "as a political
principle, representation is a relationship through which an individual or group
stands for, or acts on behalf of a larger group of people.” If there is proof of local
consultation, participation indecision-making, and formulation of local policies

supported by the elected council members, representation is said to have occurred.

A key point that emerges in the debate on political finance models is the structure
or model in which decisionsconcerning political funding distribution for competitive
political representation are made. Political finance models begin to matter in this
discussion where they support or undermine the aspirations of key demographic
groups which yearn for representative political involvement. In this respect,
Ferguson (2019) has argued that the in racial and gender-preference dominated
societies, political finance models are in most cases unsupportive of the minorities
who seek representation in politics. In the case of the USA, the scholar argues that
the models of political finance are most often again the minorities who prominently

include women, peopleof color and sexual minorities.
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What is clear in this analysis is that the repeated unsupportive models of political
finance undermine the political minorities’ efforts for fair representation in politics
as well as policy advancement in favor of their cherished interests. This happens
because even where few of them are elected, small numbers in democracy are not
good enough to make decisions and vote on them because they lost in fair votes.
In addition, the minorities, especially women politicians do not have adequate
financial resources for investment in extra resources for gender sensitive policy

development.

This discussion is relevant to Uganda’s political landscape where the political
finance models are in favor ofmen who head the political structures and make the
final decisions. The challenge emerges in light of ever- scarce funds, which suggests
that even when women receive party funding; this was not adequate for them as
they did not have other funds to top up. The situation was worse in local governance,
on which current literature was mostly silent, and where the limiting socio-

economic conditions are not helpful to rural women.

A significant body of research has been carried out to investigate how the political
finance models interface with women’s policy concerns in most countries around
the world. In investigating political finance, most studies identify repeated models
or regular modes of policy management, transmission and selection of part or
independent transmission that remain predictable from election cycle to election
cycle. These studies furtheridentify models in political finance that denote regular
and sustainable arrangements which the same criteria for selecting beneficiaries is
not only repeated at regular intervals over time but also the same officials.
Accordingly, these studies identify political male candidates as the dominant
beneficiaries, suggesting that fewer women would be represented in politics at
diverse levels. This analysis further implies a connection between political finance
models and women’s policy concerns since for them to legislate women-specific
interests into policy, they need firs to get into legislative bodies in appreciable
numbers (Kendall, 2017; Tolley, 2011; La Raja & Schaffner, 2017; Melanee and
Bodet, 2013; Butler, 2011; Lovise & Muriaas, 2017).

Discussing the causes and consequences of women’s political representation,
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Kendall (2017) argues that while cultural factors and male chauvinism were among
the leading factors which undermined female political representation in politics,
the unfair distribution of available scarce financial resources was much more
detrimental. Indeed, he states that there was a verifiable pattern, almost followed
from electoral term to another across countries, where women did not receive
equal treatment in this regard. A point is also made on the unfair resource sharing
with women politicians as a result of which they missed opportunities for advancing
gender-related legislations and policy. This analysis suggests that as a result of an
unfair pattern of political finance, which is in favour of men in most countries,
women are unable to work on significant women-friendly policies since their

legislations need more numbers in legislative bodies.

To this discourse La Raja & Schaffner (2017) reports that the highly unequal
campaign finance models led topolitical polarization that caught weak political
actors in the middle such as women. These scholars further found out that since
the campaign funds were largely administered by men who also heavily dominated
thesestructures, the emerging models of support to women were not fair. In their
view, the relevant models of maledominated resource management and decision
making were key in undermining women-friendly policy development. The scholars
describe situations where women were provided with lesser amounts of campaign
funding to reserve as much financial support to male counterparts running in highly
competitive legislative races. Gretchen (2017) agrees with this perspective, arguing
that the low but increasing number of women in politics brings forth two

dimensions.

According to this research, one of these was that women still encountered many
challenges undermining theirquest for equal representation in politics, with clearly
identifiable models of financial resource structures and systems highly tilted in
favor of men. Indeed, according to the study findings, all the plans, guidelines and
strategies were simply designed to favor men against women, a setting that denied
women equal representation in national and local assemblies. The second
perspective that emerges from Gretchen’s (2017) research is that women never find
adequate sources of financial support outside the formal for their candidacieswhich

essentially hampers their policy goals in politics.
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Scholars have further observed specific models or plans used in diverse political
finance arrangements to guideits administration, remittal processes and time frame
differences in the way political finance structures handled this kind of support
(Melanee and Bodet, 2013). These scholars observe that some of these practices
were responsible for the slow advancement of women’s interests, supposed to be
legislated into policy. This a point of agreement with Butler (2011) who argues that
the existence of models of gender discrimination was part of the factors that
undermined women'’s representation in legislatures, including those in at the local
level. The scholars added that women have made tremendous progress on many
fronts in recent decades; gender discrimination perseveres in many societies around
the globe. The findings showed that there was evidence offlagrant violations of
women'’s rights, including the right to participate and represent others in politics
at different level. He, thus, argued that whereas there were perceptions of
women'’s roles evidently codified by legal statutes in some cases, women were still
undermined by many factors which were quite related to the debate on political

finance.

Most of these elements were both socio-economic and political in nature, involving
women'’s limited or not educated at all, did not own land, earned less than men and
were not protected from violence, leading to socio-economic instability. Weiner
and Mayer (2014) report on related findings and agree that there are deep-seated
socio-economic factors which undermined women’s opportunities to represent their
areas in politics to advancetheir interests through favorable policies. In their view,
the socio-economic factors are associated with political finance because the
models of political finance observable in political structures have roots in these
societal aspects that also determine societal perceptions. Ultimately, however,
these factors contribute to the dynamics that undercut chances for political
representation and gender-sensitive policy development (Lovise & Muriaas, 2017;
Butler, 2011).

In the case of Uganda, many scholars have discussed the key elements in the
interface between political financemodels and women’s policy interests in local

governance. Most of the current studies in this category bring out different
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perspectives in this relationship as elaborated in this review (Mushemeza, 2019;
Goetz, et al. 2003; GOU, 2020; Muriaas & Wang, 2012; Deb, et al. 2003; Lambright,
2011; Hern, 2018; Jossefsson, 2014). According to Mushemeza’s (2019) findings
suggested that local governments likely present an easy entry pointfor women in
politics, but explained that appropriate financial resources are not available to
support women’s representative processes in local governance. His argument,
supported by Goetz, et al. (2003) is that the poorconditions at the local level, in
general do contribute to women’s failure to influence gender-sensitive policy in

the local councils.

Furthermore, GOU (2020) outlined the political finance policy rationale,
regulations for political parties to receive, accountability requirements and the
criteria for dividing the political resources among the political parties with
members in Parliament. The challenge with this statutory document is that it is
silent on gender considerations which are left to the political parties to handle.
Neither does the political party funding policy clearly provide perspective in which
political finance models affect women’s opportunities to improve gender-friendly
policies at the national nor the local governance councils. Hern (2018) and
Lambright (2011) examinethe experiences of local women in politics where they
were expected to embrace the learning process to acquireskills. In their analysis,
these would be the assets that could drive them into experienced legislators to
effectively represent their constituents into contributing to the launching of policies

that are gender conscious.

However, the scholars also observe that the scarcity of political finance at the local
level robs them of such anopportunity which would have contributed to policy
development favorable to women's concerns in local governance. These scholars
conclude their analysis pointing out that although many feminists in local
governance have found motivation for meaningful representative politics and
change in policy that favors women issues, this was likely to be hampered by low
resources at the local level. It should be observed, however, that the studies on
Uganda hardly provide the detailed insights into the political finance models which
undercut the ability for women councilors at the local level to play a leading role

to shape policies which support women’s interests. This is the interface that this
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study is proposed to examine in RSC.

The foregoing analysis is an examination of the influence of political finance models
on women'’s policy interests at diverse levels of political representation. Whereas
this review has identified several perspectives on political finance models and how
they influence women’s policy agenda as they play their roles in representative
politics, most of the evidence presented is at the national level. This leaves a
knowledge gap atthe local level where most women are poorer and have even much
less access to political resources to supplement those officially provided by the
political system. This study is proposed to investigate the politicalfinance models
that obtain at the local level and how they influence the policy interests or

concerns of the women in Uganda’s local governance setting.

Key perspectives emphasized that the debate on political finance models and policy
advancement of women’spolitical and legislative concerns are that their analyses
are made in general terms. The central focus was on describing what the political
finance models were and much less on how they impact women’s policy interests.
What is more, most of the relevant literature reviewed in this section was more
focused on women’s national governance issues rather than local governance

policy issues which the proposed study intends to address.

Consequently, their key discussions need to be investigated further to establish
how they apply in particular local level contexts such as that of RSC. This

knowledge gap will be addressed in this proposed study.

2.7 The ways Political finance challenges affect women’s political

representation performance

An appreciable amount of research has been conducted challenges in women’s
political representation performance. Indeed, diverse studies conducted on
women’s challenges and their efforts to effectively represent their localities have
shown that their effects are immeasurably deep. These studies add that depending
on different contextual factors and personal and unique experiences in legislatures
and the community level, there could be another layer of finance-related

challenges that women face (Krook, 2020; Kurebwa, 2016; Norris, 2006; Araujo &
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Tejedo-Romero, 2016; Muriaas, et al. 2019; Bainomugisha, et al. 2014; Kendall,
2017; Bainomugisha, et al. 2019). However, whereas these studies examine
substantial elements of both political finance challenges and women’s political
representation performance none of them extensively analyses the ways in which
political finance challenges affect women’s job performance in the setting of

women councilors in RSC.

Krook (2020), for example, conducted his study to analyze the effect of violence
against women in politics, assessing their overall performance in their legislative
duties. Firstly, he observes that in circumstances whereit is ascertained that a
woman was likely to have more money in an election or even beyond the election
cycles, violence was likely to be visited on them. He explains that the violence was
mostly in terms of physical harm, stage-managed accidents, damaging romours and
complete sabotage of women’s legislative work. However, while this research
enumerates ways in which violence was used to undermine women’s political
representation performance, it does not plainly explain the financial challenge
roots of the violence. The analyzed violence would appear mostly to dwell on the
work of common thugs who undermine legislators forpolitical reasons. Nonetheless
Krook (2020) ably links the violence against women with the consequent poor

political representation indicators.

Related findings from Kurebwa’s (2016) conducted in Zimbabwe reveal that these
there were direct political finance-related challenges which affected women’s
representation performance. The scholar reports that in thefirst place there were
instances where men mostly received as much as three times what women received
in terms of political finance from their political parties. She, thus, argues that
whereas these distribution disparities were at the level of elections, they continued
to affect women’s political representation performance due to women'’s financial

instability compared to their male counterparts.
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Equally important, Kurebwa’s (2016) examines what she calls reasons in favor of
women's representation in politics, explaining that the highly unequal socio-
economic men and women's relationships were a political issue that women had to
sort out at the legislative level, working with allies. The scholar observes that
discussion is warranted on the subject of women'’s political representation because
men dominate modern sector, women continued to work in "traditional” or
"subsistence” sectors. She went on to say that the lack of female representation in
modern economic sectors was detrimental to women's rights. Performance in
legislatures was their effort attempted to catch up with men who in any case were
already a step ahead in termsof what political finance they received from political
structures. The scholar concludes her submission on the link between political
finance-related challenges by highlighting the political participation of women was
needto protect their interests, needs, and concerns. Their own contribution was
incorporated into the policy-makingprocess. This however was being frustrated by
their comparatively poor performance in terms of accomplishing their political

representation roles (Bainomugisha, et al. 2014).

According to academics, women can contribute significantly to local politics as a
result of their unique interests in local government Kendall (2017) and
Bainomugisha, et al. (2019) argue, for example, that due to the inherent resource
disparities and the challenges in the political finance decidedly in favor of men,
women were mostly unable to undertake all their legislative roles. The basis of
their arguments is their consideration that the setting of politics constituted by an
enumeration of the most significant contextual factors of the political systems,
such as geographic patterning, economic structure, transportation and
communication models, sociological structure and minorities, cultural models,
values and value systems, and the record of social change are all controlled by men
and favor men. Bainomugisha, et al. (2019) in this regard presents evidence where
some women at the local level represent more than one parish as a result of the
quotas allocatedto them at this level. Due this factor, the scholars aver that
without additional political finance, there was no way the poor women operating
in rural areas were expected to fulfill their representation roles at the council

level.
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Finally, emphasizing the relationship between political finance challenges and
women’s representationperformance at council level, the scholars point out that
the performance of the legislative system needed further analysis. Their perception
of such performance was supposed to be in terms of stability, adjustment, change,
work conditions, relationship between formal and informal processes, and
manifestations of instabilityand stability; which according to the scholars were
literary against the women. The key knowledge gap in thisliterature it is failure to
identify the ways in which political finance challenges define women’s political

representation performance.

According to Mlambo & Kapingura (2019) socio-economic status of women, to a
greater extent, played a significant role in enhancing their participation in politics,
where crucially they are involved in decision- making bodies. Socio-economic the
status of women, to a greater extent, played a significant role in enhancingtheir
representation in politics where they participated in decision-making bodies. The
scholars added that women lacked the economic base which would enhance their
political representation and performance in thesebodies (Norris, 2006; Araujo &
Tejedo-Romero, 2016). In the perspective of these scholars, the lack of an
economic base for women is not only a factor in their election to the legislative
bodies but also their performance while in these structures. The questionable
legislative performance was due to other factors the need for them to take care of
their homes’ economic stability which they try to balance with political
representation duties, ending up failing in both. Thus the comparatively lower
performance of women was theattempt to balance domestic economic stability

concerns and the interests they have in the public domain.

Quite relevant are studies that identify financial resources as specific ways that
explain how political finance- associated challenges affect their political
representation performance (Dolan, et al. 2019; Tripp, 2013; Kangas, et al. 2015).
These studies emphasize that lack of financial resources effectively limits women
from joining representative politics given the costs associated with elections. Tripp
(2013) in particular reveals points out that access to power tends to emerge from

familial, communal and economic linkages, and these factors may help explain
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models of women political representation in many developing countries.

Tripp (2013) explains further that women lack the economic resources which would
enhance both their electionto public decision-making bodies and support their
performance in national and regional assemblies. Therefore, an important way in
which to explain how political finance challenges influence women’s political
representation performance is to identify the economic limitations and their scope.
This thinking is shared byCheeseman & Dodsworth (2019) whose analysis suggests
that the lack of an economic standing for women toparticipate in representative
politics was clearly one way of identifying the issues in the relationship between
political finance challenges and relatively less representative performance for
women in the developing countries. The ways for political finance challenges affect
women'’s political representation performance is further explained by scholars who
argue that the constraints presented by resources distribution in society werethe
real ways through which to understand the limitations of women in their roles as

representatives in parliaments and councils.

In the perspective of some scholars, the structure of parliaments and regional
councils, the networks cultivated over the year and political experience were
profound factors which explained the ways in which women representatives in
politics did pull off less than the expected results in their performance of
legislative duties (Shvedova, 2005). Sindhuja and Murugan (2017) add that women
politicians, especially in the developing countries, have numerous challenges
related to political finance. The scholars identify these as including targeted expert
advice women particularly need to political strategists and financial advisors both

during elections and when they in the august houses.

As a general requirement, women just as men do need to make party contributions
and election deposits. Theyadd training costs such as public speaking, fundraising,
fundraising items, guest speakers, message crafting and speechwriters and suitable
professional clothing, most of which might not be applicable to their male
counterparts. In their arguments, these requirements are just a few ways in which

political finance challengesspecific to women affect their political representation
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performance. In other words, women legislators incur far more costs than men in
their attempt first to get elected and secondly to fulfil their representative roles

in politics.

To these women politicians, specific requirements are childcare costs and extra
support for other household duties women politicians were responsible for, which
have a strong link with political finance and their performance in decision making
bodies (Kurebwa, 2016; Cigane & Ohman, 2014). Cigane & Ohman (2014) address
the topic of mobility in particular, noting that considerable financial investments
may be necessary in certain situations, especially in nations with inadequate
transportation systems and in locations where female councilors may face
particular difficulties. A further concern raised by earlier research is women's
security in the face of violence or the fear of violence, which may likewise be more
acute for women than for males in representative politics. While describing the
difficulties with political financing, some academics note that the media, Other
required political costs where women politicians were expected to compete with
men on what appeared to be a level playing field were monitoring and research,
press materials, media responses to unfair political attacks, outreach to secure
interviews, and the purchase of time for campaign spots. It's crucial to remember
that these political expenses frequently represent a significant financial burden for
both developed and developing nations (Kendall, 2017; Manning, 2014; Komath,
2014).

A politician must expend genuine costs for the purpose of doing research and data
collecting on constituencies, campaign issues, and other candidates in order to
ensure efficiency in legislative bodies at all levels. These expenses must be incurred
both during election seasons and for the duration of the representative term of
office. Bedsides and public encounters with constituents and contributors comprise
some of the highest spending categories. Strategic public outreach through
participation in sporting, charitable, cultural, and social activities may also be
necessary in some nations (Sindhuja & Murugan, 2017; Kangas, et al. 2015). In the
case of Uganda, Bainomigisha, et al. (2014) reveals that if a politician does not

attend burials, weddings, where they announce their contributions, their political
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careers might come to an abrupt end. In their observations, the scholars point out
that while both men and women politicians are expected to meet these costs, for
the latter it adds a political finance challenge to already oversized burdens that
pull-down women in their political representation performance in lower councils.
Thus,in many significant ways these factors explain the political finance challenges
presented and how they interface with women’s election and political

representation performance as well.

According to studies conducted on Ugandan literature, political finance issues make
it difficult for female politicians to carry out their roles as political representatives
and, as a result, they are unable to effectively participate in efforts to improve
their conditions through decision-making (Tamale, 2019; Mijail & Kwesiga, 2002;
Bainomugisha, et al. 2019; Tripp, 2001; Matembe, 2010; Muriaas & Wang, 2012;
Mushemeza, 2019). Several studies raise the challenge for women’s consultation
costs, with these analyses showing that, consequently, it had increasingly become
difficult for the women representatives to elicit the participation of their
constituents in their legislative work.To these scholars, women had turned their
constituents into passive participant because they were unable to reach them in
person. This type of political participation, they argued was the kind where citizens
would simplybe told what was going to happen or had already happened. According
these studies, this is what happened inmost rural areas where the citizens did not
provide their views but simply took information from their representative
(Matembe, 2010; Muriaas & Wang, 2012; Mushemeza, 2019).

This scenario paints a picture on the ways into which political finance challenges
undermined the women’s political representative performance in Uganda. As a
result, political finance challenges, people participated less through participation
by consultation because the women representatives were economically challenged
to carry out consultations (Matembe, 2010; Tripp, 2001). These studies
demonstrate that there was direct linkage between political finance challenges and
women’s representation performance in legislative councils. For the women
councilors operating in the local governance system, there were challenges that

defined the burdens the women councilors were experiencing at this level
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(Bainomugisha, et al. 2019). While this data provides yet another way to understand
the political finance challenges at the local level, it hardly plainly provides the
scholarly linkage between political finance challenges and women’s representative

performance,which will be further explored in the local governance context in RSC.

Overall, previous studies recognize the linkage between political finance challenges
and the representative performance in public decision making. This research is,
however, largely hushed on the specific ways political challenges undermine
women’s political representative performance in specific contexts, and certainly
not in the setting of RSC. This is the silence that justifies this research which is
proposed to understand this relationship. Besides, the studies do not bring out the
criteria for political presentative performance, which the proposed research will
explore. In general, these prior findings indicate were however, mostly obtained
from regional, continental and national level settings; with obvious gaps about local
governance settings. The few studies such as that one of Tolley (2011) was focused
on local governance, was carried out in Canadian municipalities. The proposed
study will examine the key relationships in a rural local governance setting of RSC.
In addition, the Ugandan studies similarly largely emphasize national level analyses,
with the relevant ones not clearly bringing out the expected linkages. Thus, these
studies need to be corroborated within the local governance context of Uganda.

This study is intended to conduct this validation using RSC study.

In summary, the available research indicates that the majority of the effects of
issues related to political financing on women's political representation outcomes
are negative. In particular, the reviewedstudies indicate that women in legislative
bodies are hampered by inadequate political finance beyond the political parties
they belong to. They further indicate that although the legislatures provide
measured facilitation to the women to undertake their legislative and constituency
work, this financial emolument was never adequate for majority of the women in
comparison to their male counterparts who were able to count onother financial
resources they controlled over and above what the legislative bodies offered.
Accordingly, the political finance-related challenges, such as their inadequacy,

affected women’s representation performance in legislative bodies differently
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from the way it did to men, with the former coming off with generally poor political
representation performance indicators. However, the majority of the analyses that
are currently available on the relationship between women's representation
performance in terms of carrying out their governance duties and challenges
related to political finance are not very clear in elucidating how these challenges
affected women's representation performance; instead, they are largely focused
on the national level. Furthermore, this study is partially intended to fill the
vacuum left by the pertinent literature review in this proposal, which does not
explicitly explore the specifics of this influence on women's political representation

performance in the unique setting of RSC.
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CHAPTER THREE

RESEARCH METHODOLOGY

3.0 Introduction

The methodology for the study on the impact of political finance on the
representation of women in local governance is presented in this chapter. It
addresses the broad methodological issues that the study is expected to face as well
as the research design, survey population, sample design, data collection process,

research instruments, data processing, and data analysis.

3.1 Research Design

A case study research design was employed to carry out the investigation. According
to Yin (2013), a case study is a type of research design that uses multiple sources
of information to enable an empirical assessment of a contemporary phenomenon
within its real-life context. This design is useful where research study is to aid the
researcher in gathering information regarding some bounded phenomenon, i.e.,
target variables or its characteristics. Research object may be individual human
being, group, society, administrative area, region, or some other bounded
phenomenon (Yin, 2013). Data were collected in Rubaya Sub-County case study
(RSC) with the view to determine the nature and scope of political finance sources'
influence on women's life throughout the period of local government elections and
on political funding of women's policy issues trend, and political finance issues’
influence on women's performance in the political representation and participation
stages. Rubaya Sub-County was selected since it's a typical local government and
one could easily trace it in Uganda where one could have an opportunity to conduct
research like this. It was thus selected for case study since there are fewer local
governments and already there is the political situation among women politicians.

The case study research design provided quantitative and qualitative data through
collection and analysis procedures as desired by Gorard's (2013) pragmatic position
in favor of the use of mixed methods for wider and more comprehensive analysis.
The data was gathered using research tools including:

Qualitative interview schedules amidst extensive information gathering among
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incumbent politicians of long standing.

Semi-structured informant guides such as

Quantitative questionnaires for general public opinion that is systematic.
Availability of such tools, Leedy & Ormrod (2013) and Sileyew (2019) author, is all
a matter of nature of data to be collected. Statistical data were gathered in this
research among voters and general public mainly through questionnaires for
statistical analysis of trend and perception of women towards politics. These can
be attained on the grounds of descriptive statistics on which range estimation and
size of various variables and regression analysis can be deduced for application. The
influence of political financing on the success of women in politics can be
established with this.

Qualitative data was gathered from key informants such as women politicians, local
government officials, community leaders, and political party representatives. These
participants were selected because of their insider knowledge of political financing
mechanisms, which might not be accessible to the general population. The
qualitative data was analyzed using content analysis as described by Creswell
(2013), to provide deeper contextual understanding and validate the quantitative

findings.

3.2 Area of study
The study was carried out in Western Uganda's Rubaya Sub County, Mbarara

District. Although Rubaya shares a northern boundary with Mbarara City, where
peri-urban features may be observed, the area is primarily rural. Because of its size
(see Appendix D), diverse background, and potential influences on the dynamics of
women's political representation, Rubaya Sub County was chosen for examination
because it accurately captures the political, socioeconomic, and cultural setting of
the district. Furthermore, according to recent assessments, there may be
insufficient performance and circumstances for women's political representation in
Rubaya, one of the local governments (Bainomugisha, et al. 2019; Matembe, 2010).
The aforementioned elements provide a conducive research environment for the
study, which examined the impact of political finance on the representation of

women in local governance processes within the RSC's lower local government.
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3.3 Sources of Information

In order to fully address the study's aims, primary and secondary sources of
information were used in turn. In order to measure those aspects of the study that
could not be quantified, such as nature, elements of perceptions and opinions in
regard to the variables, key informants who provided qualitative responses and
survey participants who completed the quantitative questionnaire were the primary
sources of data. Election reports, district records, sub-county inventories of
political financing, and women's involvement in politics in Mbarara District were
used as secondary sources of information. The main information focused on the role
played by political funding and women's political representation in local
government. This is due to the fact that appropriate insights into the relationships
between political finance and women's representation in local government were
only possible with the participation of participants. The primary information was

acquired with the use of secondary data.

3.4 Study population

A study population is defined by academics as the complete number or universal set
of all participants who can realistically or conceivably participate in a study as useful
data sources and to whom the study's conclusions can thus be applied (David, 2017).
The study population included all of the female council members of RSC, as well as
members of the subcounty political and technical personnel, leaders of the local
political parties, women's organizations, and locals. The subcount population was
assessed by MDC (2016) to be 31, while the overall number of stakeholders was

projected to be 116. These were the study's responders as a result.

3.5 Eligibility Criteria
Inclusion
Voters of Rubaya sub county who will be 18 years and above

The heads of the political and technical leadership of RSC
All lady councilors of RSC lower local government

All district politicians directly in charge of sub county affairs
District political party leaders for all registered political parties in Uganda.
Women organizations based in Mbarara District

All sub county officials who will have been in office for one year and above
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Exclusion

All district and sub county officials who had worked for less than one year

All non-voters and residents below 18 years of age

All district officials who were not directly in charge of sub county affairs

3.6 Determining the sample size.

3.6.1 The size of the sample.
A sample is the portion of a study population that will be used for data collection,

according to academics. Additionally, the term "sample size" refers to the total

number of participants in the study. In the case of quantitative research, Bryman

et al. (2008) clarify that the sample size should be statistically representative in

order to enable the generalization of the study's findings to the overall population.

The statistically representative sample size for this investigation was 108, as

established by the Yamane (1967) formula as follows:

n=

N

significance

1 +N (e?)
Where n is the sample size, N is the population Size and e is the level of

=147

1 +147 (0.05?)

= 108 respondents

Table 1: Sample size distribution

Respondents Population| Sample Sampling techniques | Data collection
size tool

Residents 100 76 Simple random Questionnaire

sampling

Women 14 11 Purposive sampling Interview guide

Organizations

District political 7 4 Purposive sampling Interview guide

party officials

District officials 15 6 Purposive sampling Interview guide

Sub county 5 5 Purposive sampling Interview guide

Officials

Lady councilors 6 6 Purposive sampling Interview guide

Total 147 108

3.6.1 Sampling strategy
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A sampling strategy refers to the technique(s) used to select the respondents needed
to provide data on the identified problem (Bryman et al., 2008). Simple random
sampling and purposive sampling were utilized in the proposed study, though a
variety of probability and non-probability sampling approaches might be used to
choose the subjects. The respondents that supplied data for this study were chosen
using these two methods. The final result for the probability sampling technique,
which employed simple random sampling, was quantitative data. Using this method,
citizens were chosen at random to submit information on the impact of political
funding on the representation of women in local governance. Using the non-
probability sampling technique, respondents were chosen based on their suitability,
accessibility, availability, and willingness to offer the necessary qualitative data
(Creswell, 2013). It was chosen for this investigation since it was necessary to choose
the pertinent respondents who should not have their offices’ worth of data excluded
from the study. Purposive sampling was used to choose district political party
officials, district officials, sub-county officials, and female council members, while

simple random was used to sample inhabitants at random.

3.7 Data Collection Methods and instruments.

The strategies used by researchers to get information from respondents are known
as data collection methods. The interview and survey techniques outlined by Bryman
et al. (2008) were applied in this investigation. The data for the study was

methodically gathered using these techniques.

3.8 Interview

According to Creswell (2013), this approach entails a planned conversation between
the researcher and the respondents in order to gather information necessary to
develop a more comprehensive and in-depth understanding of the impact of political
finance on the representation of women in local governance from the viewpoint of
the pertinent interviewees. An interview can be conducted over the phone, via
Skype, via video conference, in writing, or verbally in person. Verbal or written
interviews with study participants based in the targeted area and Sub County were

utilized to gather data for this research. In the event of an interview, all applicable
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Standard Operating Procedures (SOPs) imposed by the government to stop the
disease's spread were scrupulously adhered to due to the COVID-19 pandemic. The
interview format was determined by the respondents’ preferences as well as the ideal
conditions for adhering to the COVID-19 SOPs while gathering data. To facilitate the
interview process, a suitable interview schedule was created and implemented
(Creswell, 2013).

3.8.1The survey approach

Using this technique, cross-sectional quantitative data were gathered all at once
in the way that Creswell (2013) explained. A questionnaire that was sent to
grassroots respondents who were registered voters in the study area made this
strategy easier to use. They were asked to read questions in questionnaire and
answer accordingly (Gorard, 2013). Data used in this research were collected from
respondents of all of the groups identified in section 3.6.1 through the above
process. Such data were collected using a self-completion questionnaire

constructed against research questions.

3.8.2 Data collection process

Data collection for the research involved both qualitative and quantitative data
collection methods required in the mixed methods research design. Further data
on political financing and women's representation in Rubaya Sub-County can be
collected by the researcher. The first visitation to the sub-county was already
made before data collection in order to establish contact with the leaders for the
first time, become acquainted with the area, and obtain any necessary
permission. Ethical clearance and consent of the participants were also sought to
consolidate research under a single umbrella of requirements of research ethical
standards. Quantitative data were gathered using guided questionnaires from the

sampled 31 Rubaya Sub-County voters.

Questionnaires were randomly stratified sampled across the same figure on

gender and geographical locations. Questionnaires questioned political

disposition regarding women, economic issues to women candidates, and
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expenditure of money in decision-making while in polling booths. Questionnaires
helped to give a general perspective and extent of political finance issues among
the women of the city government. In-depth key informant interviews and in-
depth interviews helped to provide qualitative information. The key informants
were electoral officials, party officials, women politicians, and civil society
organizations. The key informants gave qualitative information on political
finance regimes, regime-level concerns, and party-level traditions which impact
the role of women's participation. Semi-structured interview of non-elected and
elected women politicians was used with the aim of uncovering their everyday

experience of campaigning and seeking funds.

Field notebooks, tape recorders, questionnaires, and interview guides were used
as the data collection and recording instruments. A mixed-method design
provided room for chances of triangulation of data sources, thus validity and
credibility of results were enhanced. Quantitative data gave quantitative trends,
whereas qualitative description offered richness and depth to the study's. 3.9
Data Quality Control Qualitative data quality control Qualitative data gathered
from woman councillors, sub county leaders, district leaders and district political
party leaders were qualitative. Such data quality was therefore preserved by
keeping it at arm’s length.

As Leung (2015) finds, qualitative data validity is preserved by ensuring that the
data is made to pass the following standard requirements, i.e., credibility,

transferability, dependability, and conformability.

Credibility in this research was established by developing an interview schedule,
using it to gather data, and analyzing and interpreting data honestly and
concisely.

An interview schedule was designed for gathering information needed as the
research administrator of research questions related to political finance and its
influence on representation of women at the local level of government.

Whereas asking such questions and leaving the respondents free to answer the
research problem without fear or worry, rapport-building skills were employed in
asking such information. All the answers were read literally and marked and all

of them were proofread to render them quotations without losing sense and then
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