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ABSTRACT
The purpose of this study was to assess the determinants of household demand for private secondary school education in Sheema Municipality. The study objectives included; to establish the influence of parental education level on demand for private secondary school education in Sheema Municipality, to examine influence of household income status on demand for private secondary school education in Sheema Municipality; and to ascertain the influence of family size on demand for private secondary school education in Sheema Municipality.This study used a cross-sectional survey design. The study population comprised of the Directors of Schools, head teachers, deputy head-teachers, Municipal Inspectors of School, Municipal Education Officer, teachers, students’ representatives and parents’ representatives, equivalent to 186 respondents. These respondents were purposively and simple randomly selected. Questionnaires, interview guide and focus group discussions were used in data collection. These data were analyzed quantitatively and qualitatively. The study findings revealed that the common reasons for choosing private schools is that educated parents believe their children get a superior education; parents who are highly qualified want to provide their children education in private schools; and informed parents always have positive beliefs on the education services provided by private schools to be better thus influencing their decision to school choice. The study results also revealed that family material possessions influences parents’ choice of school for their children; the household income status and household savings influence parents’ choice of school for their children in this community. The study revealed that the number of school going children; children from polygamous family; and children from larger families are the major influence of family size on demand for private secondary school education in Sheema Municipality. Basing on the above, it is concluded that various determinants of household demand has an influence on the private secondary school education in Sheema Municipality. The study recommended that family size should be minimized. This can be achieved through control of child birth, and avoiding polygamous marriages. This shall enhance parents’ ability to have the best choice for their children; and areas of further research were suggested. 

CHAPTER ONE: INTRODUCTION

1.0 Introduction

Education is a process of learning that makes an individual confident, aware and active. Education plays a critical role in socio-economic development of a country. The vital significance of education is universally recognized (Gulzar, 2018). It improves human capabilities and accelerates economic growth through skills and knowledge sharing. This chapter presents the background to the study, problem statement, purpose and objectives of the study, research questions and hypothesis. It also presents the study scope, justification and significance of the study, and conceptual framework.
1.1 Background to the Study
For the last few decades, private sector emerging as a vital source of providing and imparting education at all levels in developed and developing countries. There are several reasons behind parents’ decision of choosing private schools over government schools. All parents naturally aspire the best for their children in terms of education. This includes the parental responsibility to safeguard and promote their child’s health, development and welfare in their child’s best interests (Berry, 2022). Therefore, parents have the right to express their preferences for a particular school that they want their children to attend. The section covers the historical background, theoretical background, conceptual and contextual backgrounds. 
 1.1.1 Historical Background

World over, private secondary schools were the original educational entities in the United States; and they have played a vital role in educating America’s youth since the 1980’s. The number of private secondary schools in the United States has increased from 26,093 in the 1993/1994 school year to 29,392 schools in the fall of 2018 (Berry, 2022). Whereas, the total enrolment for private schools has increased for private schools from 1989 to 2018, the percentage of school-aged students in the United States has decreased from 11 to 9percent (Gulzar, 2018). Currently, private secondary school enrolment in USA is approximately 10% of the total secondary school-aged children. Mostly, parents try to ensure the best possible educational environments for their children. Parents’ income level, employment status, perception and attitude greatly influence their choice of nature of school decision. Almost, all parents want to educate their children in the best possible educational environment. Many of the parents prefer private school for their children. Private schools have improved their quality by providing good education to students (Subaashnii., Kularajasingam & Nusrath, 2019). Many aspects regarding the education system of developed countries like USA have been discussed in various studies so far. However, the factors which motivate the parents to make a decision about private sector are yet to be explored in this study. 
Education provided in developed countries being both public and private sector. The education that is provided by public sector in Sub-Saharan countries is less expensive that private sector. In low-income countries like Zimbabwe, Mali, Gambia, Sierra Leone, gross enrollment rates in private secondary schools rose from 13 percent in 1990 to 65 percent in 2017 (Alexander & Pallas, 2021). This sharp rise of private secondary school enrolment has continued in these countries as a result of household determinants that influences parents’ choice of school. In South Africa, almost one-third of school students go to private schools. The characteristics of household determinants such as parents’ education, income, occupation and beliefs have an impact on their decision to school choice. Household socio-economic indicators are a large contributing consideration experienced by parents while deciding about their children’s schooling. These indicators of socio-economic background majorly include, parents’ occupational status, the status composition of parents’ education, family size and family material possessions (Mutanga, 2020). All these factors influence parents’ satisfaction with their choice of school for their children. A survey study conducted in Ghana by Yaacob., Osman & Bachok (2017) noted that parents have an attitude that the private schools are more effective than public schools with same students’ composition mainly due to school environment. Parents’ education, their profession, educational environment, teacher-student ratio, and family size are among the few household determinants which help parents in selection of schools. This research indicates that there is social class creaming as parents with wider social networks, educated, high income and more access to information are more likely to participate in the choice process (Mutanga, 2020). There remains a dearth of empirical research on the determinants of household demand for private secondary school education specially in LDCs like Uganda.
In East Africa, there was mushrooming of private secondary schools in late 1980s and early 1990s with privatization of economy in most countries, Uganda inclusive (Okoroji., Anyanwu & Ukpere, 2019). Parents’ concerns are usually regarding three bigger factors- social, economic and cultural. In recent year, there is tremendous increase of parents taking their children in private secondary schools (Maseka & Mabuku, 2019). Consequently, the number of private secondary schools has tripled the number of government schools in Kenya, Tanzania and Uganda as a result of high demand and students enrolment. There is rising enrolment of students in private schools. In Kenya, over 53.9million k-12 students were enrolled in public and private schools in fall 2019. Of these students, 34% were enrolled in private schools, and the remaining 66% were enrolled in public schools. Various household determinants influence the parents’ decision to send their children to private school (Lausanne, 2021). Resultantly, Maseka & Mabuku (2019) as well as Yaacob., Osman, & Bachok (2017) found that the reputation and exam results of Kenyan private schools are key features guiding parents’ school choices. On the other hand, Nyamboga., Gwiyo & Chukwasa (2019) stated that demographics characteristics of Tanzanian parents such as, the parents level of education become the reasons in selecting the private school for their children. This research aims at investigating the determinants of household demand for private secondary school education in the Ugandan context.

Historically, private secondary schools in Uganda began with privatization and liberalization of the economy in early 1990s. Since then, many local and international investors have joined the business, claiming the mushrooming number of private schools across the country (Ngatuni & Matoka, 2020); where 66percent of secondary schools are private. The number of students enrolled for private secondary education has tripled, and this always increase year and year. Many students keep leaving government secondary schools to join private schools (Namuddu, 2021). Apart from that, another study in Kampala district by Lukutsa (2022) reported the findings related to family background factors to be associated with parents who chose private. Parents who had dissatisfaction with the public schools usually sent their children to private school. Moreover, there were few reasons which assisted the parents in the selection of private school such as parents’ education, their profession, educational environment, teacher-student ratio, as well as smaller size of classes at private schools. Notwithstanding the factors that had some variations towards the factors influencing, Namuddu (2021) stated the differences between private schools and public school is mainly because of the school environment. Whilst these reasons or factors can be assumed to be related with each other, their priorities/hierarchy of importance however can differ according to the selected influences. This was investigated, especially scrutinizing the existence and significance of determinants of household demand for private secondary school education in Uganda.

1.1.2 Theoretical Background
This study was supported by the Friedman's School Choice Theory, advanced by Milton Friedman. Arveseth, Lucinda (2014) noted that Friedman first introduced his Theory of School Choice in 1955. Friedman’s theory is a system, not a cafeteria from which principles can be chosen and implemented at will. School choice principles are interrelated and the proper implementation of one affects the outcome of others. Friedman-style school choice have the principles includes; deregulation, competition and parental demand. Friedman’s model includes a voucher system that would function similarly to the GI Bill in the United States. Students would be issued vouchers to be redeemed at any accredited educational entity. Friedman’s theory, however, is much more than just a voucher system (Joiko, 2013; Lucinda, 2014); it is a prescription to deregulate and decentralize the education system, thereby enticing additional schools to enter the market.

As more private secondary schools enter the market, competition increases resulting in more educational options from which parents can choose. In an open market, schools are vulnerable to consumer preference, and so parental demand for education plays a large role in the market. Ultimately Friedman theorized that by opening the market and allowing parents to choose, the overall quality of educational entities would increase as parents selected schools that met their quality preference (Joiko, 2013; Butcher & Burke, 2013; Burke, 2012). In terms of parental demand, by deregulating the system and increasing competition between private and public schools, parental demand, rather than centralized mandates, determines the supply of schools, students, and teachers in the open education market. In order for a school to be successful, it must cater to society’s preferences and listen to parental voice (Lopez et al., 2012). 
In a school choice model, schools seek to maximize their profits by obtaining more vouchers. Simultaneously, parents shop for the school that brings them the greatest satisfaction. Only those schools that meet parental and student desires will remain in the market (Joiko, 2013).  As the enrollment of a poor performing school drops, it is unable to maintain a profit and is subsequently forced out of the market. Furthermore, parental demands drive teachers’ and administrators’ incentives, which results in an increase to school quality and equity (Burke, 2012; Joiko, 2013). Burke (2012) further explains this concept in the following way: 

From a demand perspective increased privatization purports to promote and affirm parents’ rights and individual responsibility in choosing a school. Theoretically, giving the parents the right to choose will increase quality because they will choose a school that shows good academic results, affordable, easily accessible, and schools will try to retain the fidelity of the parents (2012, p. 89).
Under Friedman’s School Choice Theory, parents have the freedom to choose a school based on quality and preferences (Lopez et al., 2012). Parental choice is considered “a rational choice driven by the market forces around education” (Joiko, 2013). Uganda saw massive significant shift from public to private schools in the 2000s following the education reforms. Consequently, Friedman did not theorize that educational quality would be equal. He recognized that top and bottom schools would still exist, but he believed that the overall level of quality would increase as parents selected schools that met their quality preferences. As the poorest performing schools lose students and associated voucher payments, they are unable to maintain a profit and are eliminated from the market (Arveseth, Lucinda, 2014). Because the central government provided funding to the worst performing public schools, these schools are never eliminated like poor performing private schools, nor were they incentivized to improve and capture voucher or signed funds. In comparison, top performing private schools excelled in the Ugandan system because they adjusted to parental demand in order to capture competitive funding, thus influencing parents’ choice of school. This study therefore investigated the determinants of household demand for private secondary school education in Uganda.

1.1.3 Conceptual Background 

For the purpose of this study, the following terms that were frequently applied during the research process are accordingly explained:
The concept of Household Demand; according to Alyani., Mariana & Syahirah (2018) argued that household demand refers to the desire of the consumers to purchase commodities and services at a certain price level in the market. In this study, household demand was considered as the requirements that influence one to seek, afford or access certain social services needed among household members. Examples of household demand include; parental education level, household income level and family size. 
According to Beavis (2019), Private Secondary School refers to the private schools are funded through tuition fees to maintain their school and manage teacher and staff salaries. To Alexander & Pallas (2021), Private Secondary Schools can be termed as a private institution that provides education to learners of approximately the age of 11 to 18. Conversely, Berry (2020) considered private secondary schools to describe an institution that provides secondary education and also usually includes the building where this takes place. The research study upholds this conceptualization. In this study, private secondary schools shall refer to those private secondary schools which are not owned, managed or sponsored by the central or state government. Private secondary school education can be indicated by the student achievement, attendance rates, existing education facilities, retention rates, discipline referrals and teacher satisfaction

1.1.4 Contextual Background 

Like it is in the rest of Africa, set of private secondary schools first appeared in Uganda in 1925 on the initiative of African teachers. These schools were getting no assistance from the colonial government in terms of money, professional supervision and advice until 1953, until that year, they developed under great opposition by the missionaries (Malunda., Onen & Musaazi, 2017). However, the mushrooming of private secondary schools was witnessed in late 1989 and early 1990s after privatization and liberalization of the economy, when many local and international investors joined the lucrative education sector (Namuddu, 2021). Thus, the advantage of private schools has been the subject of debate in many developed and developing countries over the past three decades. All parents naturally aspire the best for their children in term of education. This includes the parental responsibility to safeguard and promote their child's health, development and welfare in their child’s best interests, of which private schools have been considered the best option for proper upbringing of their children. Parents have the right to express their preferences for a particular school that they want their children to attend (Maseka & Mabuku, 2019). They can draw on personal knowledge to their children and allow better competition between students and schools than a school district. Thus, the most effective forms of parent involvement are those, which engage parents in working directly with their children on learning activities at home. On the other hand, parents who are unable or unwilling to be involved are forced to limit their choice in schools to those schools that do not require parental involvement (Namuddu, 2021).

Additionally, Mugisha (2021) asserted that one of the fundamental issues that all families have to deal with is which school should be attended by their children. Parents’ school choice for their children is decisive. Private secondary schools in Sheema district have continued to scramble, with limited number of students enrolment. Parents prefer taking their children to public schools expecting to be either accessible or paying affordable school fees. Parents value other aspects of schools besides academic record and different parents in different circumstances may evaluate the trade-off between these aspects in different ways and not necessarily always choose the highest performing schools (Mushemeza, 2020). This study sets out to analyze and explore this environment in Sheema Municipality by addressing the following questions: Could parents’ socio-economic status have an influence on their choice of school? Should parental choice be paramount in a school choice system?; or should the state have some role through benevolent paternalism? It is in this light that the research ding out or call for more studies geared towards exploring the determinants of household demand for private secondary school education in Sheema Municipality for subsequent policy recommendations.

1.2 Statement of the Problem
Today, parents are highly involved in selecting a secondary school for their children. For almost all parents, selecting a school is very vital. Most of them expect that their children shall complete their schooling successfully on time with great results. Parents would probably require better evidence than those which are available, while choosing between public and private schools (Namuddu, 2021). Though, with mushrooming number of private secondary schools in Uganda and Sheema district inclusive, enrolment of students has remained low. Most of these private secondary schools have good school environment equipped with modern educational facilities. The study aimed at conducting a rigorous investigation into the factors influencing parents’ demand between public and private secondary schools in Uganda with a particular focus on Parents’ education level, imcome levels and family size amidst all the factors for example Academic outcomes, government policies and regulations, social pressure and community norms, admission policies and many others. The researcher believed that these elements had not been extensively explored in the Ugandan context. Therefore, there was a gap in understanding how these specific factors influence parents demand in the Ugandan private secondary school sector in sheema municipality.

This prompted the current researcher to consider the path of the research study. 

Regrettably, all these have hitherto remained mere allegation without systematic answers to the predicament. This prompted the current researcher to consider the path of the research study.

1.3 Purpose and Objectives of the Study

1.3.1 Purpose 

The purpose of the study was to assess the determinants of household demand for private secondary school education in Sheema Municipality.
1.3.2 Objectives 

The study was guided by the following objectives: 

i. To establish the influence of parental education level on demand for private secondary school education in Sheema Municipality.
ii. To examine influence of household income status on demand for private secondary school education in Sheema Municipality.
iii. To ascertain the influence of family size on demand for private secondary school education in Sheema Municipality.
1.4 Research Questions

The study was guided by the following research questions: 

i. What is the influence of parental education level on demand for private secondary school education in Sheema Municipality?
ii. What is the influence of household income status on demand for private secondary school education in Sheema Municipality?
iii. What is the influence of family size on demand for private secondary school education in Sheema Municipality?
1.6 Hypothesis
Three research hypotheses (corresponding to the research questions) were tested on the corrected quantitative data to establish the relationship between the study variables:

H1: Parental education level significantly influences demand for private secondary school education.
H2: Household income status significantly influences demand for private secondary school education.
H3: Family size significantly influences demand for private secondary school education.
1.7 Scope of the Study

The scope of this study in terms of the content scope, geographical scope and time scope were explained below:-

1.7.1 Content Scope

The research study concentrated on assessing the determinants of household demand for private secondary school education. Though, the study specifically established the influence of parental education level, household income status and family size on demand for private secondary school education. The study looked at determinants of household demand as an independent variable and private secondary school education as a dependent variable.
1.7.2 Geographical Scope

The study was conducted among selected private secondary schools in Sheema Municipality, Sheema district. Sheema district bordered by Bushenyi district in the west, Buhweju district in the north, Ntungamo district in the south, Mitooma district in the southwest, and Mbarara district in the east. Sheema Municipality had been chosen for this study because it has enough private secondary schools; however, the goals of private secondary school education remained not fully achieved.
1.7.3 Time Scope

The study covered the time frame of 8 years as some data was taken from the literature review of the period from 2015 to 2023. However; the other primary data was collected within a period of one year from the date of approval of the research proposal to final submission of the dissertation in 2023.
1.8 Justification of the Study
A good number of studies on the determinants of household and demand for private secondary school education have been carried out in developed and developing countries (Gulzar, 2018; Alyani., Mariana & Syahirah, 2018; Alexander & Pallas, 2021; Beavis, 2019; & Berry, 2020). These have been carried out in different geographical settings and not in Sheema Municipality. Yet, the private secondary school education still worry’s a lot. The future of the private secondary school education in the municipality remains bleak if the issues at hand are not sufficiently addressed now. Although, research on predictors of private secondary school education choice is awash, research on the determinants of household demand for private secondary school education remains scanty especially in the context of developing countries. More so, no study (according to the reviewed literature) has ever singled out the most outstanding the determinants of household vis a vis private secondary school education in this municipality. Yet, it is increasingly becoming clear that determinants of household could be responsible for the dwindling private secondary school education in the municipality. So, the research study remains justified. Hence this calls for serious investigations.
1.9 Significance of the Study

The research findings shall be of significance to the following parties:

The study shall help policy makers contribute towards bringing light to complexities of the determinants of household demand for private secondary school education. Therefore, the knowledge generated from the study findings shall serve as a baseline to these policy makers to come up with policies that shall improve on private secondary school education in Uganda.

The study shall help school leaders offer novel ideas to the existing theory on the determinants of household demand for private secondary school education in Uganda, and more so, to the rest of the world. It shall therefore be upon this study that more forward policies can be designed and formulated; and this shall help them to get appropriate measures in private secondary school education areas where there is a gap.
More so, this study is vital to provide insight, suggestions, and information to parents and their bodies (members of PTA and BOGs) so that they can work together to achieve the highest level of private secondary school education. This shall be achieved by using the study’s conclusions and recommendations as a case of reference necessary in identifying the potential gaps.

The researchers shall be used as a benchmark for furthering research on the same topic in other schools in Uganda and in other countries. The study shall add to already existing literature and information on the topic. Future researcher shall benefit from the study in making more analysis and find solutions to the problem.

Existing literature: This study is of interest to academicians and future researchers who shall be undertaking other researches related to this. This is because it shall add on the existing literature that shall help other interested researchers to formulate related research questions on related issues of the determinants of household demand for private secondary school education. 
Lastly, the study report shall serve as a partial fulfillment of the requirements for the award of the award of the Degree of Masters in Education, Planning and Administration of Uganda Christian University. It shall also enhance the researchers’ skills in the research field.
1.10 Conceptual Framework
Conceptual frame work as defined by Wangusa (2007), is a diagrammatic representation of the main ideas, variables, and their pre-assumed relationship to each other. 
Figure 1.1: A conceptual Framework 
         INDEPENDENT VARIABLE                                             DEPEDENT VARIABLE










     Source: Self-constructed by the researcher, emphasized by Butcher & Burke (2013)
Figure 1.1 shows the concepts related to the two-study variables namely Determinants of Household as an independent and Private Secondary School Education as a dependent variable. It is presumed that determinants of households included; parental education level (i.e highest education attained, skills and knowledge; information accessibility, perception and attitude); household income status (i.e family savings, household ventures and employment status); and family size (i.e household members and number of dependents). On the other hand, Private Secondary School Education included the indicators of student achievement, attendance rates, education facilities, retention rates, discipline referrals and teacher satisfaction. The private secondary school education was affected by the extraneous variables which shall in return affect the parents’ school choice as shown above.

CHAPTER TWO: LITERATURE REVIEW

2.0 Introduction
This chapter of the study presents the literature that is reviewed on the basis of the study themes developed from research objectives. The literature was selected, studied and arranged according to the study themes relating to the determinants of household demand for private secondary school education. Online journals, textbooks, information on websites, seminar reports/papers, education official documents and unpublished thesis were reviewed. Theme to be following to compile literature review included the following: influence of parental education level on demand for private secondary school education, influence of household income status on demand for private secondary school education, and influence of family size on demand for private secondary school education. There is a provision for a summary of the review of literature depicting the possible gaps that was identify during this study.

2.1 Parental Education Level and Demand for Private Secondary School Education 
According to Alyani., Mariana & Syahirah (2018), parent’s education reflects the highest level of education attained by any parent residing in the same households as the child. The parents who are highly qualified want to provide their children education in private sector. Beavis (2019) investigate that demographics characteristics of parents such as parents level of education and access to information prefers private schools over public sector and these becomes the reasons they select the private school for their children. It is true, the best performing secondary schools in developing world tend to be private secondary schools, and parents are well informed about that; thus, parents choose the best schools for their children. Most parents keep in mind on top the academic achievement for their children long term performance. Parents have the full right incentive and access to information for selection of best choice. Alexander & Pallas (2021) further noted that educated parents tend to be informed about the main reasons for the existence of private schools which is to offer a better education than public schools. Informed parents believe that private secondary schools offer a superior or distinct kind of education that provides more services for their children. However, this study took qualitative approach; the use of focus group discussion in collected data. Unlike this study, data was analyzed by use of mixed methods whereby percentages, mean scores, and standard deviation were applied.
More to the above, Yaacob., Osman & Bachok (2017) argued that parents were more likely to state academic superiority and school safety as reasons for choosing a private school education for their children. Parents naturally want the best for their children especially in terms of education. Parents have the right to select a school that they want their children to attend. They can prepare their child on personal knowledge and work directly with them on learning activities at home. On the other hand, Maseka & Mabuku (2019) stated that demographics characteristics of parents such as, the parents’ level of education become the reasons in selecting the private school for their children. School choice is made by families and parents use their knowledge, skill and social connections to enroll their children in school. Sometimes, parents financially sacrifice and decide to send their children to private schools. However, this study was carried out outside Uganda, not entirely secondary schools based and carried out almost four years ago. These constitute gaps in conducting a similar study in Uganda, thus a justification for this study.
Moreover, another researcher found that education has a positive and significant relationship between choice of schooling and economic growths. Education improves citizens, decisions they take and their standard of living. Therefore, a good decision of a parent’s in providing their children a good education is very important (Malunda., Onen & Musaazi, 2017).  More so, Machumu (2019) noted that one of the most common reasons for choosing private schools is that educated parents believe their children get a superior education. Literate parents are attracted to the smaller class size and teachers acknowledge that smaller classes foster close working relationships between teaching staff and learners, thereby enhancing learning. Thus, parents’ involvement is also a factor in choosing a private school. Some private schools require both parent and student to undergo a battery of interviews and tests. These private schools embrace the idea that education is a partnership consisting of the child, parent and school. Additionally, such educated parents are more satisfied with their children’s education, citing parent’s beliefs that their involvement, participation and communication are more easily valued and facilitated in private school setting (Ngatuni & Matoka, 2020); however, the researcher wonders whether this is applicable in private secondary schools in Sheema Municipality.

Additionally, Lausanne (2021) asserted that one research indicated that parent involvement is necessary for children’s learning, outcomes in school and their future goals. The education background or social class of parents doesn’t matter; students do good at all grade levels if their parents encourage their education and learning at home. Besides, Subaashnii., Kularajasingam & Nusrath (2019) noted that parents usually decide to send their children in private school when they are dissatisfied with the public schools. There are many reasons which help them to select a private school such as parents’ education, teacher student ratio, small size of classes, educational quality, parents’ profession etc. A study in Yaacob., Osman & Bachok (2017) regarding parent’s choice of school selection. The study collected data from students finding that whether parents’ wrong selection of a school can affect the child enrolment and performance. The result indicated that, due to parent’s wrong decision in school selection may be attributed by their education levels. With regards to the parents’ education level in question, the researcher developed a sense of concern in achieving knowledge on the influence of parental education level on demand for private secondary school education in Sheema Municipality.
2.2 Household Income Status and Demand for Private Secondary School Education 
According to Alyani., Mariana & Syahirah (2018), there are several household determinants behind parents’ decision to send their children in private schools. Parents’ income mostly influenced by their occupational status is also associated with school choice. Income level becomes a vital factor which affects the parents’ choice in their children education due to the involvement of monetary contribution towards school quality assurances (Tao & Han, 2017). Family with low income tends to take their children to schools with fair school fees structures. Thus, such parents prefer public schools to benefit from free education for all programme than private secondary schools that charge exorbitant school dues (Mugisha, 2021).  However, in certain cases, there are middle income parents with better educated background who would strive and ensure their children are admitted in the best private school. The cases are also supported by Ngatuni & Matoka (2020), who argued that wealthy families in terms of the level of their education as well as the occupational prestige represent the student’s socio-economic background and choice of school they attend too. However, this study took one method research design (quantitative); the use of questionnaires collected data. Unlike this study, data was analyzed by percentages, mean scores, standard deviation, and tables that was used both quantitative and qualitative approaches.
Mutanga (2020) further noted that the government provides for education through expenditure on education and facilitation of the process, while individual parents’ expenditure on education is shared by the parents in terms of fee structure. Besides, Beavis (2019) reported the findings related to family background factors associated with parents who choose private secondary schools. The parents who have little income get dissatisfied with the private schools that charge exorbitant school fees and usually sent their children to public schools. On the other hand, Alexander & Pallas (2021) further noted that the parents who exercise their choice options are better education and have higher incomes than the parents who do not take advantage of the school choice options. Thus, family income has significant impacts on children’s educational choice and level, which is assumed to be elevated with the increasing income. A financially well-off family is able to give more, especially educational resources. For lower-income families, parents are bustle around for life and expect little from their kids, and moreover they may put subsistence before children’s learning, implying prefer better schools mostly private secondary schools (Beavis, 2019). This also means those who yearn for the improvement of their life by studying hard are naive as the bar is raising and the income gap is widening. Interestingly, no single dimension of household determinants can be pointed to, to be responsible for this paucity something that this research study delve in.
In line with the above, Chevalier., Harmon., O’Sullivan & Walker (2018) stated that parents’ professional status determines their income and savings which is related to the selection of a school for their children. Parents with high level of occupational status always have high monthly earnings thus able to choose a private school compared with those with low level of occupational status in developing countries (Okoroji., Anyanwu & Ukpere, 2019). On the other hand, Lukutsa (2022) argued that maximum parents’ who don’t choose a private school are from middle or low level of job status. Income level is related to the job and influence school selection process. In Pakistan, private school students enjoy fees advantage because of the low cost of operation and the quality is superior to public schools, More so, Yaacob., Osman & Bachok (2017) revealed that parents with low income level in Bangladesh seek for local schools because they do not move houses to be close to a good school. Therefore, children’s education quality and their way of growing is effected and cannot be overcome in the future due to parent’s choice as well as wrong taste for education. However, this study was carried out outside Uganda, not entirely private secondary schools based and carried out almost two years ago. These constitute gaps in conducting a similar study in Uganda, thus a justification for this study.

Furthermore, maximum families with high level of income in Austria ($100000) send their children to private school and maximum families with low level income ($25000) end their children to public or other schools (Beavis, 2019). Thus, lowering private school fees and distance, shall increase the private school enrolment because poor household make decisions for selecting a school in terms of tuition fees, distance from school, which is mentioned in a study conducted in Pakistan as ascertained by Yaacob., Osman & Bachok (2017). In other words, Lausanne (2021) argued out that when the household income increases, the choice of selecting a private school also increase. Distance from school effects the same way as like tuition fees because of the transportation cost. If the distance from one school type increase, then there shall be an increase of enrolment in other school type. But the option of distance decreases when the income level increases. 
More so, every guardians or parent wants to choose the school that best fits his/her child’s academic needs as ascertained by Berry (2020). However, parents’ choice options vary depending on the socio-economic features of the household. Socio-economic status influences parents’ school choice decision by increasing or decreasing alternatives in terms of number and diversity (Beavis, 2019). According to Alexander & Pallas (2021), socio-economically disadvantaged parents place much more emphasis on finances or cost involved when choosing schools for their children. It is revealed that guardians/parents with higher income and higher occupational status are more likely to send their children to a private school (Mutanga, 2020). Similarly, it is argued that as their professional prestige and status increase, parents’ school choices are in favour of private school (Machumu, 2019); that low income and minority groups prefer public school, while middle- and upper-class choice private school (Lausanne, 2021). It is stated that public schools are less preferred when the amount allocated to the education of the child from the total income of the family increases.
Subsequently, Tao & Han (2017) noted that income level becomes an important factor for the parents when choosing a school for their children due to the involvement of financial contribution towards school. In some cases, there are middle income parents with good educational background who ensure their children are admitted in the best private school. But as because private school are expensive than public schools, many low-income level parents can’t choose private schools. Berry (2020) stated that, higher occupational status of parents indicates higher choice of selecting private school. For instance, in the last 4oyears, English medium schools in different parts of Bangladesh, its run by private ownership where the medium of instruction strictly English. These schools are not monitored by the government authorities in terms of their syllabus, admission procedures, recruitment policy, or their school fee structure. It is indeed generally the upper class of the society with a lot of income or savings who can afford English medium education as it is very expensive and parents are very anxious to give their children such education because the opportunities and admitting children in English medium schools is a sign of status and prestige (Beavis, 2019). However, in a same research study regarding private madrasas, it is found that madrasas are in poor rural areas; and there is a positive relationship between household poverty and selection of madrasas in madrasas in Bangladesh. The income level of parents influences the enrolment and school choice of madrasas in Bangladesh and Pakistan; however, the researcher wonders whether this was applicable in Sheema Municipality. 

As stated by Malunda., Onen & Musaazi (2017), the primary motivation for guardians and parents to involve in school choice varies by states and district. Parents are influenced by race and financial class of the school population. For example, white people especially Americans staying in developing countries have the tendency to avoid those schools with a high minority enrolment. Some parents and guardians in Sub-Saharan Africa have the tendency to avoid those schools with high percentage of students from poor or low-income families. Thus, school selection process has the probability of greater ethnic and racial separation (Nyamboga., Gwiyo & Chukwasa, 2019). In several studies, it is mentioned that though parents choose a school based on the school’s educational achievement but when parents help their child in few subject at home, the child’s achievement in those subjects are likely to increase. In the literature review conducted within the current study, no research has been found that examines the factors affecting school choice and family income separately across different income groups. Therefore, it can be said that there is a gap in the literature in this context. Pointing to this gap, Malunda et al., (2017) suggested conducting future studies to compare school choice by income group and to address parents’ actual school choices and household income status together in the same study.
Lukutsa (2022) asserted that parent’s involvement can encourage teacher to think positive about parents and increase their willingness to involve parents in other ways but some teacher at school don’t want parents to know how to help their child at home. Few parent’s decision on selecting a school might not increase student achievement. The most common choice of parents are those schools which attract the most. The trend of school selection is growing since the option of a private school education is provided to some families. The voucher programs are given to minority students from low-income household to attend private schools in major cities (Okoroji., Anyanwu  & Ukpere, 2019). Some rich parents choose a private school for their children because of a more disciplined environment, sense of security for their children, a religious education or a high opportunity to participate in extracurricular activities, even if there are not any academic advantages. This implies that parents consider more than academic achievement when choosing a school. With regards to the household income status in question, the researcher developed a sense of concern in achieving knowledge on the influence of household income status on demand for private secondary school education in Sheema Municipality. 

2.3 Influence of Family Size on Demand for Private Secondary School Education 
According to Gulzar (2018), family size in this context refers to the total number of child’s family in addition to the child’s position in the birth order. However, family type that a child comes from either polygamous or monogamous family usually has consequences on the child’s choice of school. Children from polygamous family tend to be many and their parents cannot afford school fees for all of them thus resorting to sending them to Universal Secondary Schools to benefit from free education for all program.  On the other hand, information from the available literature depicted that children from larger families are found to be attending public secondary schools compared to their counterparts from small family backgrounds (Alexander & Pallas, 2021). Parents who have few children, are able to pay for their high school fees in private secondary schools. However, this study took qualitative approach; the use of focus group discussion in collected data. Unlike this study, data was analyzed by use of mixed methods whereby percentages, mean scores, and standard deviation were applied.
Mutanga (2020) argued that parental attention by parents decline as the number of children in a family increase. Students’ choice of school and education attainment depends on input of time and money from their parents. The more increase of children in a family, the less of both inputs. These inputs are not only money but rather other essential things inform of attention, time, resource delusion, parents involvement in career guidance and so on. However, Beavis (2019) confirmed that children from larger families have lower levels of education, and their parents always prefer sending them to public schools for convenience purposes. Research on the effects of siblings, family size and position has been based on a theory of the allocation of parental financial resources as presented in Tao & Han. (2017); and Alyani., Mariana & Syahirah (2018) confirmed that differences in parental choice of education/school were found in family size of adolescents to access education that require termly school fees to be paid to schools. The study took descriptive, analytical and normative approaches to explore the practices of a representative sample of school managers while identifying a number of distinctive intervention strategies that existing theoretical models only limit; however, this study was conducted among private secondary schools in Sheema Municipality.

More so, Berry (2020) added that the truth is that the foundation of the students’ choice of the school is laid at home. Many socio-economic factors associated with the family could have contributed to the parents’ choice of school for their children with the family size as one of them. In other words, Yaacob., Osman & Bachok (2017) argued that the family size is one way or the other contribute to the failure or success of a learner as well as choice of the school; in the sense that when the family is large, there is always financial crisis based of the financial constraints experienced by parents to adequately cater for all their school fees. In families where the number of children is high, the birth order of the child can shape the school choice of parents. According to some researchers, the gender of the child is also effective in the school choice of parents. In many countries, parents tend to invest more in the education of male children. Girls, especially in low income households, have limited access to a private school or are more likely to be sent to a low-quality private school compared to their brother (Maseka & Mabuku, 2019). It is emphasized that older girls are more disadvantaged in this respect compared to younger ones. While a child’s education in a public or private school is affected by many factors, school choice is often the result of parents’ tendency to increase school satisfaction. The study by Maseka & Mabuku took one method research design (qualitative); the use of focus group discussion in collecting primary data; contrary to this study that focused on mixed methods.

Lausanne (2021), examined that private secondary schools are generally smaller than public schools, therefore being in the position of establishing sociable relationships with parents and keeping them informed of their children’s progress. Parents always prefer to choose private schools over government sector because they want their child to get individual attention and it is possible in private school where at secondary stage, the class strength is not more than 15-30 students on an average. Similarly, Maseka & Mabuku (2019) asserted that most of the private schools work on three ways partnership model which is involving teachers, parents and children to give the children a comfortable environment to learn better. These students are promoted to next class based on observation. Students are not only observed but also their active participation in other activities too. Therefore, parents prefer schools with balanced program which focuses on both curricular and co-curricular activities. With regards to the family size in question, the researcher developed a sense of concern in achieving knowledge on the influence of family size on demand for private secondary school education in Sheema Municipality.
2.4 Summary of Literature Review
This chapter presents the review of literature relating to the determinants of household demand for private secondary school education. The researcher presents theory of School Choice that informs the area of study. The study will focus on: parental education level, household income status and family size. The review of the literature illustrates that with the entrance of private schools into the education system, parents and guardians have gained the opportunity to choose between private and public secondary schools. The choice of parents between private and public secondary schools is a complex, dynamic and multi-stage process that requires evaluating many factors together involving classroom teachers in the decision making process elicits their commitment to the implementation of school goals thus enhancing job commitment. There is still work to be done on the influence of parents’ decision and choice on the nature of school their children should join (Mutanga, 2020). There is a clear link between family size, teacher quality (Tao & Han, 2017); parental education level (Berry, 2020); family income as well as parents employment status, and school choice (Beavis, 2019). According to the literature reviewed above, it’s clear that much of it is from countries that don’t have similar contexts with Uganda as a developing country which is currently approaching the low level middle income status. This leaves a huge gap that necessitates the need to undertake a study that is applicable to Uganda and can benefit other researchers who undertake studies in countries with contexts similar to that of Uganda. It was on this ground that the researcher opted to conduct a study to explore the determinants of household demand for private secondary school education in Sheema Municipality.

CHAPTER THREE: METHODOLOGY
3.0 Introduction
This chapter presents the methodology that was used in conducting the study. It describes how this study was conducted. It included the research design, location of the study area, sources of information, and the population and sample selection. It further describes the variables and indicators; measurement levels; procedures of data collection; data collection methods, data collection tools, error/quality control; data presentation, analysis and interpretation; ethical considerations and approvals; selection criteria; plan for dissemination of results, and methodological constraints. 

3.1 Research Design

This study used a cross-sectional survey design. This employed both qualitative and quantitative approaches where data from participants were collected at a single point in time without repetition from the representative study population. It also used because it helped the investigator to capture information based on primary data gathered for a specific point in time. The primary data collected was from a pool of respondents with varied characteristics and demographics. A cross-sectional study design was vital because it allowed investigators to compare many different variables. A cross-sectional study’s allowed researcher to collect primary data from a large pool of subjects and compare differences between groups. Thus, mixed methods approach was applied in this study. In this regards, using a combination of qualitative and quantitative data could improve an evaluation by ensuring that the limitations of one type of data are balanced by the strengths of another (Creswell, 2014). This eventually this ensured that understanding is improved by integrating different ways of knowing. The quantitative data was collected through the use of questionnaires; whereas the qualitative used interview guide to cover areas where some variables cannot be easily quantified.

3.2 Location of the Study Area
The study was conducted among selected private secondary schools in Sheema Municipality, Sheema district. Sheema district bordered by Bushenyi district in the west, Buhweju district in the north, Ntungamo district in the south, Mitooma district in the southwest, and Mbarara district in the east. Sheema Municipality had been chosen for this study because it has enough private secondary schools; however, the goals of private secondary school education remained not fully achieved.

3.3 Sources of Information

The principal investigator concentrated on using both primary and secondary information sources. In this regards, primary sources were those which was original in nature as well as got for the first time. This primary data will be collected with the help of interview schedule and questionnaires. These questionnaires were designed using likert scale. On the other hand, secondary data was also collected and analyzed by someone else, and these were obtained from e-journals, textbooks, unpublished and published dissertations, government policy papers, school performance records, and relevant online sources which the investigator made best use of to provide relevant data. 

3.4 Population and Sampling Techniques 

3.4.1 Population

A population is defined as all members of a particular group/individual from whom information is obtained (Nsubuga & Katamba, 2013). The study population comprised of the Directors of Schools, head teachers, deputy head-teachers, Municipal Inspectors of School, Municipal Education Officer, teachers, students’ representatives and parents’ representatives in five selected private secondary schools. This was equivalent to 360 in total number as per Sheema Municipal Personnel Office Report (2022). The head teacher and deputies were treated with the same instrument since both constitute the headship of the school. Teachers and directors of schools were interviewed to get variety of views to make the study findings more reliable and comprehensive for the benefit of this study. On the other hand, Municipal Inspectors of School, Municipal Education Officer, and parents’ representatives were selected in order to obtain reliable and valid information desired for this research. 

3.3.2 Sample Size Determination

According to Katamba & Nsubuga (2014) sample size is the portion or subset of the total population. To address the existing gap, Slovins formula came up with a table for determining sample size for a given population for easy reference. This formula determined samples when estimating population proportions (or percentages) at specific probability and level of accuracy. Additionally, the sample size was determined by the sample calculation formula by Slovins formula as follows;
[image: image3.png]N
1+N(e)?




“n” is sample size, “N” is population, “e” is error (0.05) or level of confidence 95%
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n    =     360/1+360(0.05)2

n    =     360/1+360(0.0025)2

n    =     360/1+ (2.5)
n = 186
These will include; five (5) Head teacher, ten (10) Deputy Head teachers, five (5) Director of Schools, three (3) Municipal Inspectors of School, one (1) District Education Officer, sixty (60) teachers (12 teachers per school); fifty (50) parents’ representatives (10 parents per each school); and fifty-two (52) students’ representatives as clearly distributed in Table 1.1 below. This enabled the investigator to get a variety of views and unbiased response which made the study a reality. 

Table 1.1: Population, Sample Size and Selection  
	Category of Respondents
	Sample Size
	Sampling Technique

	Head teachers 
	5
	Purposive sampling

	Deputy head teachers
	10
	Purposive sampling

	Director of Schools
	5
	Purposive sampling 

	Municipal Inspectors of Schools
	3
	Purposive sampling

	Municipal Education Officer
	1
	Purposive sampling

	Teachers 
	60
	Simple random 

	Parents’ representatives
	50
	Simple random

	Students’ representatives 
	52
	Simple random

	Total 
	186
	


Source: Sheema Municipal Personnel Office Report (2022); Krejcie & Morgan (1970) table 
3.4.3 Sampling Selection 
The sampling methods provided information required about the selection of the samples. It also provided a detailed foundation where the research sample could be drawn, and for a population that is enough for a high-quality selection of the participants (Lewis & Ritchie, 2013). The research was based on purposive, simple random and stratified, sampling. 

3.4.2.1 Purposive Sampling 

Purposive sampling was used to select and interview (5) Head teacher, (10) Deputy Head teachers, (5) Director of Schools, (3) Municipal Inspectors of School, and (1) Municipal Education Officer whom the researcher got specific information. These acted as the key informants of this study given the positions they hold in their respective institutions, the investigator expected them to have in-depth information about the topic in question. This kind of data was vital during qualitative analysis. Such sampling technique was effectively used because it was quick as well as helping the investigator to collect the first hand information. 
3.4.3.2 Simple Random Sampling

On the other hand, simple random sampling was applied to select teachers, students’ representatives and parents’ representatives because all the members in the sample had an equal opportunity of being selected and to avoid biases (Taherdoost, 2016). In this, three sets of small pieces of paper of the same size were prepared for all the teachers for each school. That is; 60 small pieces of the papers for the classroom teachers carried the writing ‘Yes’ and the rest carried the writing ‘No’. All were placed in a container and each teacher was asked to carefully take only one piece of paper from the container. If the writing on the paper read ‘Yes’, the teachers were asked to participate in answering the questionnaires. The same approach was also employed for the 50 parents’ representatives as well as students’ representatives. Simple random sampling was used in which each unit of the population had an equal and independent chance of being included in the sample, making it the least biased technique in selection process. 

3.4.2.3 Stratified Sampling

The sample was categorized in three strata: Three (3) private secondary schools from Division A, and Two (2) private secondary schools from Division B.

3.5 Variables and Indicators

There are different classifications of variables; that is, a Dependent Variable (DV) and an Independent Variable (IV). According to Creswell (2014), a variable is considered as a measurable feature that tends to assume different values among the study subjects. This study looked at two-study variables namely Determinants of Household as an independent and Private Secondary School Education as a dependent variable. The determinants of households were indicated by parental education level, household income status and family size. On the other hand, Private Secondary School Education was indicated by student achievement, attendance rates, education facilities, retention rates, discipline referrals and teacher satisfaction. 
3.6 Measurement Levels 
According to Kothari (2013), there are four types of measurement levels namely, ordinal, nominal, ratio and interval. The ordinal scale refers to ranking of the measure in order of importance. Nominal scale measures only terms of names or designation of discrete units or categories.  The interval scale was used for the period one had been in school. Ordinal scales measures in terms of such value as more or less or larger or smaller but without specifying the size of the intervals. Ratio scales measures in terms of equal intervals and an absolute zero point. A Likert scale is a scale used when responding to a questionnaire whereby respondents specify their level of agreement or disagreement to a statement. The five-point scale was used; 1 = Strongly Agree, 2= Agree, 3-Nuetral, 4=Disagree and 5= Strongly Disagree, and the respondents were asked to explore the determinants of household demand for private secondary school education. 
3.7 Procedures for Data Collection
The proposal was submitted to the university supervisor for vetting before being submitted to the School of Education for a review by Uganda Christian University Research Ethical Committee (UCUREC) in order to obtain an introductory letter to authorities of Sheema Municipality. The letter obtained help from the investigator to establish a rapport with the participants. More so, a pilot study was conducted. The data collection tool was prepared and pre-tested, made adjustments, and preceded with the actual data collection; that is, interviewing the selected respondents. Later, the investigator had a brief discussion with the respondents to explain to them the aim, objectives, purpose, and significance of this study. Preceding data collection, informed consent from respondents was also obtained. The printed consent forms were sent to the respondents by the researcher through the head-teachers of these selected schools. 
Additionally, the principal investigator administered the questionnaires herself as well as conducting the Key Informant Interviews (KII). The KIIs took place in free, realistic but humble atmosphere between investigator and the respondents. Any explanations needed by respondents during this research process were addressed by principle investigator. The likert scale filled questionnaires were kept in sealed packets to guarantee confidentiality. The process then concluded by the data organization, presentation, analysis and interpretation into this report booklet for examination. 
3.8 Data Collection Methods
Data collection methods included survey and interviews.

3.8.1 Survey 
According to Nsubuga & Katamba (2013), a questionnaire survey is a set of questions designed by the researcher for purpose of collecting data. The questionnaire had closed ended questions where answers were on a likert scale of 1-5 where 1=Strongly Agree (SA), 2=Agree (A), 3= Neutral, 4=Disagree (D), 5= Strongly Disagree (SD); where a respondents were only required to tick the best suitable answer about the subject matter. Since the researcher used questionnaires, she was involved in the process of guiding the respondents in ensuring that the right information was collected from the participants. The questionnaire also included some open-ended questions which require the participants to give more details about the subject matter and because they gave the participants an opportunity to express their feelings and opinion in free-flowing manner as well as giving them ample time to think before answering questions. 
3.8.2 Interviews
Key informant interviews were used to conduct face-to-face interviews with head teachers, deputy head teachers, director of schools, municipal inspectors of schools and municipal education officers. A well-designed unstructured interview guide was used as a tool for collecting in depth information from the named key participants. The interview guide had a list of topical issues and questions explored in the course of conducting the interviews. Key informant interviews were used because they could provide in-depth data which was not possible to obtain when using a questionnaire.

3.9 Data Collection Instruments 

The study was guided by the following data collection tools:-

3.9.1 Interview Guide

Interviews were arranged and conducted by the researcher with the municipal inspector of schools, municipal education officer, director of schools, head teachers, and deputy head teachers. The interview method was preferred because it was more natural and qualitative, thus (Amin, 2005). It also involved meeting respondents face-to-face and collecting information from the selected participants. It was also good because it gives the researcher control over the line of questioning hence saving time. Data obtained during the interview supplemented that one obtained through the use of questionnaires and focus group discussions. Interview guide also helped the investigator to get first-hand information since the participants were answering the questions for themselves. It also involved face-to-face meetings thus helping the researcher to observe non-verbal behaviours. 
3.9.2 Focus Group Discussions   

A focus group is a form of qualitative research in which a group of people is asked about their perceptions, opinions, beliefs, and attitudes towards the determinants of household demand for private secondary school education (Lindlof & Taylor, 2013).  A focus group guide was designed to capture information from the group members of the discussion group. There were five groups; one from each selected private school, and the groups constituted 12 persons (teachers) including six male and six female teachers who were selected purposively.

3.9.3 Questionnaires

A set of questionnaires were developed for the parents’ representatives and students’ representatives only. The design constitutes closed-ended questions covering 4 items on the respondent’s background in Section A, 6 items in Section B, 6 items in section C, and 6 items in section D. All items on section: B, C, and D, measured on a 5- Liker scale stating: strongly agree (5), Agree (4), Not sure (3), Disagree (2), strongly disagree (1). A questionnaire with sufficient quantity was used because of their suitability in reaching respondents in a large sample and also enabled respondents to give information that is free of influence. The questionnaires were used to obtain data on students and teacher’s background, the determinants of household demand for private secondary school education in Sheema Municipality. The questionnaires were used because they permit anonymity that results in more honest responses and they were the best tools for quantitative research. Questionnaires were advantageous because the researcher took short time to cover large population, and this information was validated using data from secondary information. The questionnaires were used because they permit anonymity that results in more honest responses and they were the best instruments for quantitative research.

3.10 Quality/Error Control
The principles of validity and reliability are fundamental cornerstones of the scientific method (Taherdoost, 2016). In order for assessments to be sound, they must be free of bias and distortion. Reliability and validity are two concepts that are important for defining and measuring bias and distortion. The following subsections explained how validity and reliability were determined in this study.
3.10.1 Validity

Validity was done in order to find out whether the questions are capable of capturing the intended data (Cohen et al., 2007). Experts in research reviewed the questions to see whether they are capable of capturing the response. A Content Validity Index (CVI) was calculated in order to establish the validity of the research instrument. The researcher used the following formula to establish validity of the research instruments as seen below.

Content validity Index (CVI) = Relevant items by all judges as suitable
                                                          Total number of items judged.

              20   

              24

          = 0.83

          Where by’                CVI= Content Validity Index

Ten questionnaires were pilot-tested in a private secondary school that did not participate in the study. Each questionnaire had 24 items. Results from the field helped to identify gaps and made modifications to the instrument where it was necessary. Pre-testing helped to estimate the time it took to fill the questionnaires, relevancy of the questions, and accuracy of the questions in measuring the subject under study. 
3.10.2 Reliability

Reliability of the questionnaire instrument was assessed using Cronbach’s coefficient alpha (Mugenda and Mugenda, 2003). A pilot study was carried out on 10 respondents and the reliability results were computed using the Statistical Package for the Social Sciences (SPSS). Such pretesting was done by administering to ten (10) participants within the study population but outside the sample. Results from the field helped to identify gaps and made modifications to the research tools where it was necessary. Pre-testing helped to estimate the time it took to fill the questionnaires, relevancy of the questions, and accuracy of the questions in measuring the subject under study. After pilot testing the instrument, reliability of the instrument, on multi-item variables was tested using the Cronbach’s Alpha Method to provide by Statistical Package for the Social Scientists.  A pilot study was carried out on 10 respondents and the reliability results were computed using the Statistical Package for the Social Sciences (SPSS). 

Table 3.3: Reliability indices for the questionnaire
	Variable 
	Number of items
	Cronbach Alpha Coefficient

	Parental education level
	06
	0.78

	Household income status
	7
	0.89

	Family size
	06
	0.82


The Cronbach’s alpha coefficients as indicated in Table 3.2 are above 0.7, the recommended reliability value (Amin, 2005). The results implied that the questionnaire is suitable for data collection. 
3.11 Strategy for Data Presentation, Analysis and Interpretation 

Data was analyzed qualitatively and quantitatively:

3.11.1 Analyzing Data Quantitatively  

Parents’ representatives and students’ representatives filled questionnaires to provide quantitative data. Quantitatively, under this technique, data was analyzed using statistical packages like Statistical Package for Social Scientists (SPSS) to generate frequencies and percentages. This was useful and helped in generating tables for easy presentation and interpretation of the study findings. In addition to percentages and frequencies, study findings were presented in form of mean and standard deviation. Quantitative data was analyzed using descriptive statistics and multiple regressions to examine the relationship between the independent and the dependent variable in the study. 

3.11.2 Analysis of Qualitative Data

Head-teachers, deputy head teachers, director of schools, teachers, municipal inspectors of schools and municipal education officers were interviewed to provide qualitative data. Qualitatively, information from these participants was obtained by use of an interview guide. This was done by way of content analysis where field notes from the respective respondents were summarized in brief on the daily basis. Thus, qualitative data was edited and reorganized into meaningful phrases. In other words, a thematic approach was used to analyze qualitative data where themes, categories and patterns were identified. The conventional way here was by transcribing interview data, generating themes and sub themes and report verbatim or use the actual words spoken by the respondents. The recurrent themes, which emerged in relation to each guiding question from the interview was presented in the results with selected direct quotations from respondents.

3.12 Ethical Consideration and Approvals

3.12.1 Ethical Clearance

Ethical clearance was sought from Uganda Christian University Research Ethics Committee (UCUREC) as well as School of Education, Department of Education of Uganda Christian University to conduct research. Approval and permission to conduct the study was sought and obtained from the Research Ethics Committee of Uganda Christian University. Permission to carry out the study in Sheema Municipality was sought from the Municipal authority, and head-teachers for the selected private secondary schools. During the pre-testing and the actual data collection process, the researcher ensured that the local council authorities and school authorities were notified about the study and its objectives to gain their help and support.

3.12.2 Informed Consent

Informed consent was obtained from all participants before including them in the study. To ensure this, the researcher presented the authorization letter from UCUREC to the participants to show them that the research was specifically for academic purposes. Once the participants accept, the investigator distributed questionnaires to them and carry out interviews as well as conducting focus group discussions. The investigator ensured that the research was conducted within the laid down procedures and regulations in the research design. Informed consent form elaborating on the purpose of the research was filled by all those who participated in the study. Sometimes, verbal consent was also obtained from the respondents so as to enhance confidentiality of the research which increased their participation. 

3.12.3 Participants’ Confidentiality 

The researcher exhibited a high level of ethical behavior in the course of implementing the study; confidentiality where the information was got from the field was only used for academic purposes. The researcher ensured that information provided was not in any way reveal the identity of the participants, by ensuring that questionnaire items and FGD as well as interview guide was not requested for the names of the participants. Participants were also adequately informed about the procedures of the data collection. Still, survey was also remained anonymous. There was no provision for identifying the respondents on the survey questionnaire to exist. Names and other identifying information from subjects were obtained for quality assurances purposes only. No particular individual was identified by any of this study report.

3.13 Methodological Constraints

First and foremost, some participants had a fear to reveal information; for them sought that the researcher was a spy. This was counteracted by informing them the aim and purpose of the study by showing them authorization letter from UCUREC as well as explaining to them how confidential the information was treated. 

Lastly, since the researcher is a full-time employee, at times she lacked enough time to undertake the research activities right from proposal writing, data collection, supervisor meetings and dissertation writing. The investigator overcome this by asking for some time off from the employer, as well as utilizing the available time properly to cope up with the proposed time frame.

3.14 Selection Criteria 

This included inclusion and exclusion criteria. 

3.14.1 Inclusion Criteria

All selected participants to participate in this study consented to the study. The study involved both male and female participants selected purposively.  The participants above 18 years of age at the study area were included. 

3.14.2 Exclusion Criteria

Teachers who were not at school at the time of research were not included in the study. Those participants who did not consent to participate in this research were also excluded. Those who are below 18 or above 60 years was not included in this study.

3.15 Dissemination of Results

A copy of the study report was submitted to: School of Education, Ham Mukasa Library, Uganda Christian University; and Sheema Municipality, Education Department; as well as an Investigator remained with a copy.

CHAPTER FOUR



PRESENTATION AND ANALYSIS OF DATA
4.0 Introduction 

This chapter details with data presentation, analysis and interpretation. The study findings are presented, following the study objectives namely; establishing the influence of parental education level on demand for private secondary school education in Sheema Municipality, examining influence of household income status on demand for private secondary school education in Sheema Municipality, and ascertaining the influence of family size on demand for private secondary school education in Sheema Municipality. The research study presents descriptive findings from questionnaire in form of mean showing the central tendency of responses in the likert scale questions. 

More so, interview results were also obtained to explain qualitatively on the determinants of household demand for private secondary school education in form of narrative statements and quotations as per respondents’ views in regard to each objective of the study and these supplemented findings from the questionnaire. The study further presents inferential statistics in form of correlations and multi-regressions to taste the hypothesis; and this shows the nature of relationship between variables and the magnitude of effect the independent variables has on dependent variable. 
The chapter further presents the response rate, which shows the actual number of respondents that participated in the research study. The chapter also first presented the background information of participants which shows the common demographic respondents characteristics who participated in the study.  
4.1 Response Rate 
The sub section presents the summary of the statistics for the response rates. Details are presented in Table 4.1 below. 
Table 4.1: Summary of study response rates

	Category  
	Targeted respondents  
	No. actually involved   
	Percentage of response rate  

	Questionnaire  
	
	
	

	Teachers  
	110
	60
	54.5%

	Students’ representatives
	135
	62
	45.9%

	Focus group discussion 
	
	
	

	Parents’ representatives 
	96
	50
	52.1%

	Interviews  
	
	
	

	Head teachers 
	5
	5
	100%

	Deputy head teachers
	5
	5
	100%

	Director of Schools
	5
	5
	100%

	Municipal Inspectors of Schools
	3
	3
	100%

	Municipal Education Officer
	1
	1
	100%

	Total  
	360
	186
	51.6%


Source: Primary data, 2023
As presented in the Table 4.1 above, a total number of 360 respondents were expected to participate in the study (target population), but 186 respondents actually participated to make a response rate of 51.6%. Others did not participate in interviews sighting reasons for being busy, on leave and some were reported out of the school for supervision of national examinations. This response rate is above the 50-76% response rate as recommended by the Burke (2012) for a study to be considered as one with satisfactory study findings.  
4.2 Demographic Characteristics of Respondent 
The demographic characteristics look at the respondents’ distribution across gender, age bracket, highest education level, and time spent in the position/school. This is indicated in the Table 4.2:

Table 4.2: Demographic Characteristics of respondents

	Demographic feature 
	Frequency
	Percentage

	Gender 
	
	

	Male 
	96
	51.6

	Female 
	90
	48.4

	Total 
	186
	100.0

	Highest level of  education 
	
	

	PhD
	2
	1.1

	Masters’ Degree 
	8
	4.3

	Bachelors’ Degree 
	85
	45.7

	Diploma 
	32
	17.2

	Others (secondary level)
	59
	31.7

	Total 
	186
	100.0%

	Age Bracket 
	
	

	18 – 27years                 
	52
	27.9

	28 – 37 years         
	28
	15.1

	38 – 47 years               
	59
	31.7

	48 – 57 years            
	41
	22.1

	Above 58 years 
	6
	3.2

	Total 
	186
	100.0%

	Time spent in school/position  
	
	

	Less than 5 year 
	84
	45.2

	6 – 10 years 
	76
	40.8

	11 – 15 years
	18
	9.7

	16 years and above 
	8
	4.3

	Total 
	186
	100.0%


Source: Primary data, 2023
Table 4.2 shows that the majority of the respondents (51.6%) were male while the female constituted 48.4% of the total number of respondents. Therefore, majority respondents were in the education sector are men compared to women and well as in the leadership process of the private secondary schools. Still, implies that private secondary schools in Sheema Municipality consider gender balance during recruitment of their staff as well as students’ admission.  

Majority (45.6%) of the respondents were Bachelor’s degree holders, followed by others (secondary level) represented by 31.7%, and the least (1.1%) were PhD holder. This implies that most of the staff employed by private secondary schools in Sheema Municipality are qualified at graduate level. Therefore, majority respondents that participated in the study had degree level meaning that manage private secondary school education. 
Majority respondent (31.7%) belongs to age bracket of 38 – 47 years, followed by 27.9% in age bracket of 48 – 57 years, and least (3.2%) were above 58 years. The implications are that each of the respondents were from different age group or generation differences with different perception about the determinants of household demand for private secondary school education. Therefore, majority participants are aged below the age of 38years, hence have the energy to perform if the private school leadership favors them.  

From the above, majority of the respondents (45.2%) indicated they have been staying/working with school for less than 5 years. Also, 40.8% of the respondents have indicated between 6 to 10 years, and least (4.3%) mentioned of 16 years and above. The implications are that all the respondents are familiar with the determinants of household demand for private secondary school education with in municipality.

4.3 Influence of Parental Education Level on Demand for Private Secondary School Education 
The question was posed to establish the influence of parental education level on demand for private secondary school education in Sheema Municipality. The methods were rated with the extent of agreement or disagreements i.e. strongly agree to strongly disagree. Findings are presented in the below Table 4.3:
Table 4.3: Influence of Parental Education Level on Demand for Private Secondary School Education 
	Statement
	Extent of (dis)agreement
	
	

	
	Accepted
	Neutral 
	Disagreed
	Mean
	Std. Dev

	
	f(%)
	 f (%)
	f(%)
	
	

	Most common reasons for choosing private schools is that educated parents believe their children get a superior education
	104

(92.8%)
	8
 (7.2%)
	-
(0)
	3.17
	1.142

	In our community, parents who are highly qualified want to provide their children education in private schools
	98
(87.5%)
	10
(8.9%)
	4
(3.6)
	3.26
	.890

	Informed parents always have positive beliefs on the education services provided by private schools to be better thus influencing their decision to school choice
	84

(75%)
	15

(13.4%)
	13

(11.6%)
	3.28
	.872

	In private schools, parents always prepare their child on personal knowledge and work directly with them on learning activities at home
	73

(65.2)
	18
(16.1%)
	21

(18.7%)
	3.41
	.805

	In our society, informed parents always believe that private schools offer a distinct kind of education that provides more services for their children
	64

(57.2%)
	22

(19.6%)
	26
(23.2%)
	3.74
	1.129

	In our community, educated parents always beliefs that their involvement, participation and communication are more easily valued and facilitated in private school setting
	56

(50%)
	23
(20.5%)
	33
(29.5%)
	3.83
	.615


   Source: Primary data, 2023
Table 4.3 represents the descriptive statistics on the influence of parental education level on demand for private secondary school education in Sheema Municipality. The results show that 92.8% of the respondents accepted to the statements that most common reasons for choosing private schools is that educated parents believe their children get a superior education as presented by (Mean=3.17 and standard deviation 1.142); followed by 87.5% of the respondents who accepted that parents who are highly qualified want to provide their children education in private schools (Mean=3.26 and standard deviation .890); the, respondents equivalent to 75% accepted that informed parents always have positive beliefs on the education services provided by private schools to be better thus influencing their decision to school choice (Mean=3.28 and standard deviation .872); and, lastly, 65.2% of the respondents revealed that in private schools, parents always prepare their child on personal knowledge and work directly with them on learning activities at home (Mean=3.41 and standard deviation .805).
The first objective was also set to establish the influence of parental education level on demand for private secondary school education in Sheema Municipality. Interview schedules were used to solicit information from the head teachers, deputy head teachers, Municipal Education Officer, Municipal Inspectors of Schools and Directors of schools as well as parents as focus group participants. Respondents were involved in answering interviews. 
However, when they were asked: What is the influence of parental education level on demand for private secondary school education in Sheema Municipality?
In interviews, it was revealed that most common reasons for choosing private schools is that educated parents believe their children get a superior education; in fact one of the head teachers explained that; 
“…..private secondary schools provide a better quality education than their counterparts (public schools). Private schools do a good job of marketing themselves to parents. Parents and guardians would take their school-going children out of the public education system and send them to a private school if they could afford it. Private schools always offer the promise of students getting into higher institutions of their dreams, and going on to achieve great things in life….”  (Head teacher from School C)
This implies that students who attend private secondary schools generally have better academic outcomes than those in public education institutions, and this motivate parents to prefer private schools than their counterparts. This concurs with Alexander & Pallas (2021) who asserted that about 60percent of Nigerian children attend private schools, over a half of the top scoring schools in the country. Students from private schools also tend to score higher on tests, as well as have higher educational credentials. 
The study findings revealed that in this community, parents who are highly qualified want to provide their children education in private schools. One of the deputy head teacher had these to say;
‘……private schools are becoming an increasingly popular choice amongst prospective and highly educated parents. From smaller classes and excellent teaching to some of the vital beautiful facilities and grounds in the school, motivate parents to take their children to such schools……’ (Deputy head teacher from School B)
This implies that private secondary schools tend to attract passionate and talented teaching staffs who nurture and aim to get the very best out of their students. They always instill a love of learning, an ability to think creatively and to problem solve. This concurs with Chevalier, A., Harmon, C., O’Sullivan, V. & Walker, I., (2018) who noted that parents refer private schools thinking that they have teachers who get to know them really well, and time to nurture their children’s ability. Private schools have an environment that places a high value on good behavior, hard work, and academic concentration as well as value of manners. 
The study also revealed that informed parents always have positive beliefs on the education services provided by private schools to be better thus influencing their decision to school choice. One of the head teachers had these to say;

‘…..parents always have a positive attitude towards private schools, and this because they hope for their children to access better and more diverse facilities especially well equipped school laboratory and storked school library; and this can facilitate students to have self-revision and carryout practical lessons for science subjects. Most private school teachers encourage students to carry out their academic activities in groups; having regular group discussions which eventually help those lagging behind to also grasp the necessary subject content……’ (Head teacher from School B)

This implies that there is often more group work and other academic tasks in private schools that aim to give children the feeling of a greater level of confidence, freedom and to make more interesting, and this motivate parents to send their children in such private schools. Interestingly, school going children may enjoy attending private school more compared to public schools and their academic results may also be better (Berry, 2020). 

Additionally, the study revealed that teachers timely mark learners’ assignments. Another interviewed participant noted that;

‘…..timely marking of students’ academic assignments like homework and providing feedback enhances collaboration and improved academic performance results. Regular feedback helps students efficiently direct their attention and energies, helps them avoid major errors and dead ends, and keep them from learning things they later shall have to unlearn at great cost.  It also serve as a motivating form of interaction between student and teacher, and among entire class….’. (Municipal Inspector of Schools, 2023)

This implies that timely marking of students’ assignment give them a chance to do corrections. Students are able to have proper guidance in doing correction, and sometimes, they can have group discussions to correct their mistakes, and this always motivates parents to prefer private schools. This is inline with Okoroji., Anyanwu & Ukpere. (2019) who asserted that learning to be punctual can have a very real impact on relationships, school and business. Thus, being on time is associated with executive function skills, or the behind the scenes skills needed for learning, such as perspective-thinking, focus and school. When learners learn to internalize the voice of the ‘coach’, they can begin to give themselves corrective feedback. 
It was also revealed that in private schools, parents always prepare their child on personal knowledge and work directly with them on learning activities at home; in fact one of the deputy head teachers explained that; 
“….private schools always encourage parents’ encouragement. Sometimes, private schools give parents assignments to do especially during parents’ meetings. They sometimes, distribute or give textbooks to parents for their own benefits. Thus, parents are also expected to read those books and help their children in answering the homework. Having such parental engagements in daily school activities eventually make them feel being part and parcel of private school management; and they could blame themselves in case of any school management challenge….” (Deputy head teacher from School A)

This implies that private schools and teachers tend to involve parents directly in support of their children’s academic learning. Private schools have approaches and programs like IT skills and literacy aiming at developing parental skills and encourage them to support their children with homework, reading and writing skills. This concurs with Subaashnii., Kularajasingam & Nusrath (2019) who asserted that it is interesting to involve parents in their children’s learning activities, and this has more practical or observed in private schools which eventually boost parents to prefer taking their children to such schools. 

The study further revealed that informed parents always believe that private schools offer a distinct kind of education that provides more services for their children. One of the focus group discussion participants had these to say;
‘….many private secondary schools focus on specifically crafting a specialized experience for learners. They are not legally obliged to follow the national curriculum. Instead, they are all allowed to decide upon their own preferred curriculum. Some of the private schools have preferred international syllabus like UK syllabus so as to grown their children to meet the international requirements or standards in life….’. (Parents’ representative from School B) 

This means that private schools choose to follow the national curriculum, as all public schools, or they can pick a different curriculum. Overall, private secondary schools offer higher academic standards, better facilities and a greater choice of extra-curriculum activities that meet most parents expectations as ascertained by Nyamboga., Gwiyo & Chukwasa (2019).  
Lastly, the study revealed that in this community, educated parents always beliefs that their involvement, participation and communication are more easily valued and facilitated in private school setting. Another key participant had these to say;

‘….parents with higher levels of ‘tradition’ values is more likely to send their children to private schools. They are encouraged to be involved in daily management of school. Private school always emphasize participatory planning where parents tend to influence daily school activities, and this boost their morale to send their children in a such school…’. (District Education Officer, 2023)

This means that when parents and guardians are involved in their children education, they do better on a wide range of measures. These positive effects include; more confidence, greater self-esteem and better behavior.  This concurs with Tao & Han (2017) who asserted that parents may not perceive themselves to be ‘clever enough’ to help their children with homework, but they provide additional support and guidance in helping their children learn, have better career path and concentrate on their academic activities as well as behaving morale. 
4.4 Influence of Household Income Status on Demand for Private Secondary School Education
The question was posed to examine influence of household income status on demand for private secondary school education in Sheema Municipality. The methods were rated with the extent of agreement or disagreements i.e. strongly agree to strongly disagree. Findings are indicated in Table 4.4.  
Table 4.4: The influence of household income status on demand for private secondary school education 
	Statement
	Extent of (dis)agreement
	
	

	
	Accepted
	Neutral 
	Disagreed
	Mean
	Std. Dev

	
	f(%)
	 f (%)
	f(%)
	
	

	In our area, family material possessions influences parents’ choice of school for their children 
	106
(94.6%)
	2
(1.8%)
	
4
(3.6%)
	3.65
	1.083

	The household income status influences parents’ choice of school for their children
	95
(84.8%)
	6
 (5.4%)
	11
(9.8)
	3.07
	1.132

	Household savings influence parents’ choice of school for their children in this community 
	84
(75%)
	13
(11.6%)
	15
(13.4%)
	3.04
	1.163

	In our area, parents prefer taking their children to public schools expecting to pay affordable school fees.
	76
(67.8%)
	15
 (13.5%)
	21
(18.7%)
	3.05
	.998

	There is public outcry on the exorbitant school fees charged by private schools which influences parents’ choice of school
	66
 (58.9%)
	
19
 (16.9%)
	27
(24.2%)
	3.32
	.872

	Distance from school effects the same way as like tuition fees because of the transportation cost thus influencing parents’ school choice
	59
(52.7%)
	21
(18.7%)
	32
 (28.6%)
	3.36
	1.042

	In our community, some rich parents choose a private school for their children because of a more disciplined environment, sense of security for their children and other social amenities available at school 
	54

(48.2%)
	24

(21.4%)
	34

(30.4%)
	3.18
	1.061


          Source: Primary data, 2023
Table 4.4 represents the descriptive statistics on the influence of household income status on demand for private secondary school education in Sheema Municipality. The results show that 94.6% of the respondents accepted to the statements that family material possessions influences parents’ choice of school for their children (Mean= 3.65 and standard deviation 1.083); the household income status influences parents’ choice of school for their children, and this was accepted by 84.4% if the respondents (Mean=3.07 and standard deviation 1.132); household savings influence parents’ choice of school for their children in this community, and this was accepted by 75% of the respondents (Mean=3.04 and standard deviation 1.163); and lastly, parents prefer taking their children to public schools expecting to pay affordable school fees, and this was accepted by 67.8% of the respondents  (Mean=3.05 and standard deviation .998).
The second objective was also set to examine influence of household income status on demand for private secondary school education in Sheema Municipality. Interview schedules were used to solicit information from the head teachers, deputy head teachers, Municipal Education Officer, Municipal Inspectors of Schools and Directors of schools as well as parents as focus group participants. Respondents were involved in answering interviews.
However, when they were asked: What is the influence of household income status on demand for private secondary school education in Sheema Municipality?
In interviews, it was revealed that family material possessions influence parents’ choice of school for their children; in fact one of the respondents explained that; 

“…..choice of school is commonly influenced by the family material possession. Families with many material possessions in form of commercial buildings, farms and other business projects have higher income and this encourages them to take their children to private schools. Such parents can afford school dues demanded by private school administrators without a hustle, compared to their counterparts.….” (Head teacher from School B)

This implies that families with a lot of material possessions especially commercial building around Kabwohe town, banana plantation and those involved in dairy farming in the neibourhood of the Sheema Municipality, been found to have higher family income levels. Such families with stable income sources usually choose private schools that charge higher school fees; though, they can afford clear the necessary school dues and other requirement in time. This concurs with Lausanne (2021) who asserted that commercial family possession help to boost family monthly income as well as help them to acquire credit from financial institutions so as to afford/manage payment for their children in private schools. Parents usually mortgage their buildings or demand for payment advance from Diary cooperation, thus able to promptly clear their children’s education requirements as needed by the private school administrators.

It was however revealed that the household income status influences parents’ choice of school for their children; in fact one of the respondents explained that; 

“….the level of household income influences parents’ choice of school where their children have to attend too. Parents with high income earning, take their children to modern private schools that have adequate educational facilities and condusive environment. This because, they can easily afford the school fees demand required by the school; as they also wish for their children to study in a condusive environment that encourages proper teaching-learning…” (Deputy head teacher from School C)

This implies that children from families with stable household income enjoy studying in private secondary schools. Parents always take their children to such private schools courtesy of prevailing school environment and available school facilities. Most of private schools have a good environment with enough educational facilities that encourage proper teaching-learning process to be attained (Lukutsa, 2022).  

The study also noted that household savings influence parents’ choice of school for their children in this community. One of the respondent in interviews, revealed that;
‘…children from good home background with high household savings are commonly taken to expensive secondary schools, which are private owned. Families with high financial base tend to take their children to better and first class private schools within and outside the Municipality. They believe and well convised that those are schools with good environment that could be condusive atmosphere to easily be managed by their children. Most of such schools have good feeding habits and the accommodation premises are well furnished and ventilated.…….’. (Municipal Education Officer, 2023)

This means that household wealth is used as a measure of children’s access to school. Families with high household savings can easily manage to pay for their children’s education requirements without struggling. They always prefer private secondary education being vital to their children needs. This concurs with Machumu (2019) who asserted that as consumption expenditures are increasingly recognized as direct measures of students’’ material well-being, they provide new insights into the process of intergenerational transfers from parents. 

The study also noted that parents prefer taking their children to public schools expecting to pay affordable school fees. Another interviewed participants had these to say;

‘…most parents prefer taking their school going children to public schools in an expectation to pay affordable school fees. Parents prefer taking their children to affordable schools to avoid getting depressed because of high school dues they are expected to meet; and this explains why most children from low income earning background get enrolled to public schools especially universal secondary schools to  benefit from free education……’ (Municipal Inspectors of Schools, 2023)

This implies that parents tend to take their children to universal secondary education schools so as to benefit from free education. Most of those parents from low income background cannot afford todays exorbitant fees charged by schools, thus prefers taking them to cheaper schools. Public schools charge little money than private schools; and this due to all expenses in public schools being paid by the government unlike the private secondary schools as ascertained by Mushemeza (2020). 

The study further noted that there is public outcry on the exorbitant school fees charged by private schools which influences parents’ choice of school. Additionally, interviewed participants noted that;
‘…..public outcry on the exorbitant school dues charged by the private schools makes parents to decide taking their children to public schools. There is low enrolment of children in private secondary schools as a result of high school dues charged by them. High school dues scare away parents and guardians, and they decide taking their children to public schools …..’ (Deputy head teacher from School A)

This implies that the high exorbitant school fees charged by the private secondary schools in Sheema municipality and across this country Uganda, force parents to run away for seeking education services from an alternative cheap school’s especially those benefiting from free education for all programme. Parents prefer cheap schools that can be manageable and less stressful in terms of paying school fees as ascertained by Lukutsa (2022).  

It was however revealed that distance from school effects the same way as like tuition fees because of the transportation cost thus influencing parents’ school choice; in fact one of the respondents explained that; 

“…parents’ choice of school is influenced by the distance from home to school premises. Parents consider the money involved in paying their children transport on daily business especially day scholars. A lot of money is spend too and from the school, thus tend to influence parents to decide choosing the nearby schools….…” (Parent representative from School A)
This implies that distance affects the frequency of walking or cycling to school inversely; hence, as the distance between a students’ home and school decreases, the livelihood of active travel increases. Secondary schools located beyond 2-3Km become a barrier to secondary education and students’ enrolment. Economically better-off households that can easily afford transport expenses for their children have higher chances of completing secondary education. Parents prefer their children to study in the nearby school to avoid transport expenses and other social risks that may be involved along the way as ascertained by Lausanne (2021). 

Lastly, the study revealed that in this community, some rich parents choose a private school for their children because of a more disciplined environment, sense of security for their children and other social amenities available at school. One of the interviewed participants noted that;

‘…..private schools have stringent school rules and regulations to promote students discipline. Thus, parents like their children to join private schools because of such school environment and disciplinary measures that exist within the school. They prefer paying exorbitant school fees, but to have their children attain good education and come-out of school with discipline…..’ (Parent representative from School C)
This implies that parents prefer taking their children to expensive private secondary schools because of the available social amenities, security of the school and presence of disciplined environment. Private secondary schools have required social amenities for the all students. The student-teacher ratio is much smaller than in public secondary schools. This concurs with Maseka & Mabuku (2019) who asserted that children in private schools enjoy social activities and athletics especially clubs, games and sports. Private secondary schools are brilliant at finding something a child can excel at. One of the vital attractive benefits of private schools that motivate parents to take their children there is that pastoral care or the wellbeing of students is well embedded in independent schools and plays a crucial part in supporting children’s mental, physical, social and intellectual development. 

4.5 The Influence of Family Size on Demand for Private Secondary School Education 
The question was posed to ascertain the influence of family size on demand for private secondary school education in Sheema Municipality. The methods were rated with the extent of agreement or disagreements i.e. strongly agree to strongly disagree. Findings are indicated in Table 4.5.  

Table 4.5: The influence of family size on demand for private secondary school education 
	Statement
	Extent of (dis)agreement
	
	

	
	Accepted
	Neutral 
	Disagreed
	Mean
	Std. Dev

	
	f(%)
	 f (%)
	f(%)
	
	

	In our community, the number of school going children has an influence on parents’ choice of school 
	99
(88.4%)
	10
(8.9%)
	3

(2.7%)
	3.67
	1.242

	Number of spouses affects demand and parents choice of a school for their children.
	87
(77.6%)
	9

 (8.1%)
	16

(14.3%)
	3.46
	.890

	In our community, children from larger families are found to be attending public secondary schools
	80

(71.5%)
	11
(9.8%)
	21
(18.7%)
	3.12
	.872

	In our community, parents with few numbers of children are able to afford private school fees thus influence their choice of education
	77
(68.7%)
	15
 (13.5%)
	20

(17.8%)
	3.42
	.872

	Parental attention by parents decline as the number of children in a family increase thus influencing their choice of education 
	73

 (65.2%)
	17

 (15.3%)
	22
(19.5%)
	3.64
	.617

	In our community, family size has an influence of parents involvement in career guidance 
	64
(57.3%)
	22

(19.4%)
	26
 (23.3%)
	3.08
	1.142


    Source: Primary data, 2023
Table 4.5 represents the descriptive statistics on the influence of family size on demand for private secondary school education in Sheema Municipality. The results show that 88.4% of the respondents accepted to the statements that in this community, the number of school going children has an influence on parents’ choice of school (Mean=3.67 and standard deviation 1.142); children from polygamous family tend to be many and their parents cannot afford school fees for all of them thus resorting to sending them to public schools with USE program, and this was accepted by 77.6% of the respondents (Mean 3.46 and standard deviation .890); in this community, children from larger families are found to be attending public secondary schools, and this was accepted by 71.5% of the respondents (Mean 3.12 and standard deviation .871); and lastly, in this community, parents with few number of children are able to afford private school fees thus influence their choice of education, and this was accepted by 68.7% of the respondents (Mean 3.32) and standard deviation .872).
The third objective was also set to ascertain the influence of family size on demand for private secondary school education in Sheema Municipality. Interview schedules were used to solicit information from the head teachers, deputy head teachers, Municipal Education Officer, Municipal Inspectors of Schools and Directors of schools as well as parents as focus group participants. Respondents were involved in answering interviews.
However, when they were asked: What is the influence of family size on demand for private secondary school education in Sheema Municipality?
In the study, it was revealed that in this community, the number of school going children has an influence on parents’ choice of school; as one head teacher explained that;

“…..children from large families especially extended families tend to attend cheap schools, mostly especially universal secondary education schools. Parents encourage them to join and access education from free education schools that could be cheap in terms of school fees, thus affordable to many school dues for all school going children….” (Head teacher from School A)

This implies that the number of school going children in a household greatly influence parents’ choice of school. Parents with few or limited number of school going children prefer private secondary schools since they can be manageable to them. They can be able to cater for their school fees and other school requirements at ease, unlike their counterparts. Parents who have many school going children prefer taking them to public school to benefit on free education programs as ascertained by Machumu (2019). 

The study revealed that children from polygamous family tend to be many and their parents cannot afford school fees for all of them thus resorting to sending them to public schools with USE program. Another interviewed participant had these to say;
‘……parents always fail to manage catering for all education requirements for the large number of school going children from polygamous families. Most school going children from polygamous families tend to join public secondary schools because of cheaper financial resources involved. Such large numbers of school going children from polygamous families tend to be difficult for parents to manage their required education requirements in private secondary schools…..’ (Deputy head teacher from School D)

Implying that parents prefer to send their children from polygamous background to cheap schools, commonly public secondary schools to avoid meeting expensive financial resources involved. Public secondary schools demand little school fees and other school requirements that can be affordable by parents with large number of school going children. This concurs with Namuddu (2021) who asserted that school going children from extended and polygamous are always many; and it remains difficult for their parents to manage paying their school fees in private education institutions. Parents tend to choose public secondary school for them that could be affordable and manageable to pay their education requirement with limited financial resources available within polygamous homes. 
Additionally, the study revealed that in this community, children from larger families are found to be attending public secondary schools. One of the interviewed participants also noted that;

‘….those children from large families always attend public secondary schools. Parents encourage them to access their education from affordable public secondary schools, unlike those from smaller families that their parents can easily manage the exorbitant fees charged by the private secondary schools.…’. (Municipal Inspector of School, 2023)

This implies that the parents’ choice of school to be attended by their children is commonly influenced by the family size. School going children from larger families tend to be encouraged to join public secondary schools courtesy of little financial resources involved. This concurs with Ngatuni & Matoka (2020) who asserted that public schools charge little money and other are totally free especially universal secondary education schools that parents are required to only buy exercise books, pens and uniform for their children. 

The study further revealed that in this community, parents with few numbers of children are able to afford private school fees thus influence their choice of education. From the interviewed participants, one of then noted that;
‘….parents and families with limited number of school going children can be able to afford the education expenses in private secondary schools. They can manage to pay exorbitant schools fees and meet other educational requirements in time. Parents can easily manage to meet the educational requirements without getting exhausted…’. (Deputy head teacher from School C)  

This implies that those parents and guardians with limited number of children in their homes can manage to pay school fees and meet other educational requirements for their children. This is inline with Nyamboga., Gwiyo & Chukwasa (2019) who asserted that households with limited number of children enjoy the prevalence and benefits of private secondary schools. Such parents can manage clearing their school dues quickly. This category’s of parents and household even those with limited household income have a capacity to take their children to expensive private secondary schools. 
Last but not least, the study revealed that parental attention by parents decline as the number of children in a family increase thus influencing their choice of education. One of the interviewed participants also noted that;

‘……those families with large number of school going children lack parental attention and career guidance. Parents cannot adequately and equally help all the children at once. Parents cannot manage giving their attention to all of them equally at the same time, thus prefer taking their children to public schools. Unlike, private secondary schools require parent involvement in their children education, they cannot managed to do it adequately as required by school administrators….’ (Head teacher from School C)

This implies that parental attention to their children always decline among large families with large number of school going children. Parents cannot manage to help their children do homework daily of which private schools have a tendency of giving students homework on daily basis. Thus, rising numbers of students taken out of private secondary schools by parents who can no longer afford the fees are ending up in public schools as ascertained by Okoroji., Anyanwu & Ukpere (2019). 
Lastly, the study revealed that in this community, family size has an influence of parents’ involvement in career guidance. The interviewed participant noted that;

‘…..family size greatly determines whether parents and guardians get involved in career guidance to their children. When the number of school going children are many, parents and guardians cannot manage to have effective individual career talk and help them to have a right career paths……’ (Parent representative from School B)
This implies that limited number of school going children in a home help parents to have career guidance. Parents can have career guidance for crucial developing the confidence, knowledge and skills those students needs to make well-informed, relevant choices and plans for their future. This concurs with Yaacob., Osman & Bachok (2017) who asserted that career guidance helps to create targeted lesson plans and materials, such as interview skills and employability skills worksheets for school going children. Parents can easily manage few school going children to manage their life, learning and work. 
4.6 Verification of the Hypotheses

This section highlights a series of inferential analyses that were carried out to examine and establish the relationships between the different variables. The study used correlation analysis and regression analysis to examine the strengths and direction of the relationships in the variables as presented below.
The correlation analysis was undertaken to examine the strength and direction of the relationships between the independent and dependent variables as explained in Table 4.6 below.

 Table 4.6: Correlation analysis

	
	Parental education level
	Household income status
	Family size

	Parental education level
	Pearson Correlation
	1
	
	

	
	Sig. (2-tailed)
	
	
	

	
	N
	112
	
	

	Household income status
	Pearson Correlation
	.465*
	1
	

	
	Sig. (2-tailed)
	.002
	
	

	
	N
	112
	112
	

	Family size
	Pearson Correlation
	.383*
	.379**
	1

	
	Sig. (2-tailed)
	.001
	.007
	

	
	N
	112
	112
	112

	*. Correlation is significant at the 0.05 level (2-tailed).

	**. Correlation is significant at the 0.01 level (2-tailed).


               Source: Primary data, 2023
Table 4.6 shows that in the relationship between the determinants of household demand and private secondary school education, there was a moderately weak positive Pearson’s correlation r of 0.383 and p-value of 0.001, implying that a one interval change in parental education level would signify a 0.383 positive private secondary school education, and also a one positive interval change in private secondary school education would also signify a 0.383 positive change in parental education level.

Furthermore, the Table 4.6 above also shows that in the relationship between household income status and the private secondary school education, there was a moderate positive Pearson’s correlation r of 0.379 and statistical significance p-value of 0.007, implying that a positive one interval change in the household income status would signify a 0.379 positive change in the private secondary school education and vice versa.

Multiple regression analysis was used to compute the variation shared by the variables. It was used to identify how much variation lies in the relationship between the determinants of household demand and private secondary school education as presented in Table 4.7 and Table 4.8.

Table 4.7: Model summary

	Model
	R
	R Square
	Adjusted R Square
	Std. Error of the Estimate

	1
	.713a
	.508
	.488
	.71577679

	a. Predictors: (Constant), Parental education level, household income status, family size


              Source: Primary data, 2023

From the model summary in Table 4.7, the multiple regression coefficient R was evidenced by 0.713. However, the adjusted R2 shows that the determinants of household demand accounts for 50.8% of the private secondary school education; implying that the private secondary school education can be explained by 50.8% of the determinants of household demand; and the remaining 49.2% variation in the private secondary school education is due to other factors that were not part of this study.
Table 4.8: Coefficients table 

	Model
	Unstandardized Coefficients
	Standardized Coefficients
	t
	Sig.

	
	B
	Std. Error
	Beta
	
	

	1
	(Constant)
	3.913
	.129
	
	.000
	.000

	
	Parental education level 
	.245
	.137
	.245
	1.783
	.001

	
	Household income status
	
.304
	.137
	.304
	2.220
	.031

	
	Family size
	.313
	
.137
	.313
	2.310
	.042

	a. Dependent Variable: Determinants of household demand


               Source: Primary data, 2023
The coefficients table shows that specifically, parental education level accounts for 24.5% variation in the private secondary school education. Further, household income status accounts for 30.4% variation in the private secondary school education private secondary school education. Furthermore, family size accounts for 313% variation in the private secondary school education. The findings revealed that parental education level and household income status had the highest effect on the private secondary school education.
CHAPTER FIVE

DISCUSSION OF RESULTS
5.0 Introduction 

This chapter presents the discussions of results of the study on the determinants of household demand for private secondary school education in Sheema Municipality based on the research findings. The discussion of study findings is presented basing on the study objectives in chapter one and basing on the results obtained in chapter four of this report. 

5.1 Discussion of Findings

The discussion of results is done based on the findings presented in chapter four in thematic manner as follows:

5.1.1 Influence of Parental Education Level on Demand for Private Secondary School Education 
The above study theme of establishing the influence of parental education level on demand for private secondary school education in Sheema Municipality; and these ranges from:

The study noted that most common reasons for choosing private schools is that educated parents believe their children get a superior education. This concurs with Alexander & Pallas (2021) who asserted that about 60percent of Nigerian children attend private schools, over a half of the top scoring schools in the country. Students from private schools also tend to score higher on tests, as well as have higher educational credentials. Besides, Gulzar (2018) noted that students who attend private secondary schools generally have better academic outcomes than those in public education institutions; and this motivate parents to prefer private schools than their counterparts. This implies that private secondary schools provide a better-quality education than their counterparts (public schools). Private schools do a good job of marketing themselves to parents. Parents and guardians would take their school-going children out of the public education system and send them to a private school if they could afford it. Private schools always offer the promise of students getting into higher institutions of their dreams, and going on to achieve great things in life.

The study noted that parents who are highly qualified want to provide their children education in private schools. This concurs with Chevalier., Harmon., O’Sullivan & Walker (2018) who noted that parents refer private schools thinking that they have teachers who get to know them really well, and time to nurture their children’s ability. Private schools have an environment that places a high value on good behavior, hard work, and academic concentration as well as value of manners.  On the other hand, Berry (2020) asserted that private secondary schools tend to attract passionate and talented teaching staffs who nurture and aim to get the very best out of their students. They always instill a love of learning, an ability to think creatively and to problem solve. This implies that private schools are becoming an increasingly popular choice amongst prospective and highly educated parents. From smaller classes and excellent teaching to some of the vital beautiful facilities and grounds in the school, motivate parents to take their children to such schools. 

The study also noted that informed parents always have positive beliefs on the education services provided by private schools to be better thus influencing their decision to school choice. This agrees with Beavis, A. (2019) who asserted that there is often more group work and other academic tasks in private schools that aim to give children the feeling of a greater level of confidence, freedom and to make more interesting, and this motivate parents to send their children in such private schools. Interestingly, school going children may enjoy attending private school more compared to public schools and their academic results may also be better. Most private school teachers encourage students to carry out their academic activities in groups; having regular group discussions which eventually help those lagging behind to also grasp the necessary subject content (Berry, 2020). This implies that parents always have a positive attitude towards private schools; and this because they hope for their children to access better and more diverse facilities especially well-equipped school laboratory and storked school library; and this can facilitate students to have self-revision and carryout practical lessons for science subjects. 

Additionally, the study noted that teachers timely mark learners’ assignments. This is inline with Okoroji., Anyanwu & Ukpere. (2019) who asserted that learning to be punctual can have a very real impact on relationships, school and business. Thus, being on time is associated with executive function skills, or the behind the scenes skills needed for learning, such as perspective-thinking, focus and school. When learners learn to internalize the voice of the ‘coach’, they can begin to give themselves corrective feedback. Besides, Mutanga (2020) noted that timely marking of students’ assignment give them a chance to do corrections. Students are able to have proper guidance in doing correction, and sometimes, they can have group discussions to correct their mistakes, and this always motivates parents to prefer private schools. This implies that timely marking of students’ academic assignments like homework and providing feedback enhances collaboration and improved academic performance results. Regular feedback helps students efficiently direct their attention and energies, helps them avoid major errors and dead ends, and keep them from learning things they later shall have to unlearn at great cost.  It also serves as a motivating form of interaction between student and teacher, and among entire class.

It was also noted that in private schools, parents always prepare their child on personal knowledge and work directly with them on learning activities at home. This concurs with Subaashnii., Kularajasingam & Nusrath (2019) who asserted that it is interesting to involve parents in their children’s learning activities, and this has more practical or observed in private schools which eventually boost parents to prefer taking their children to such schools. Besides, Mushemeza (2020) noted that private schools and teachers tend to involve parents directly in support of their children’s academic learning. Private schools have approaches and programs like IT skills and literacy aiming at developing parental skills and encourage them to support their children with homework, reading and writing skills. This implies that private schools always encourage parents’ encouragement. Sometimes, private schools give parents assignments to do especially during parents’ meetings. They sometimes, distribute or give textbooks to parents for their own benefits. Thus, parents are also expected to read those books and help their children in answering the homework. Having such parental engagements in daily school activities eventually make them feel being part and parcel of private school management; and they could blame themselves in case of any school management challenge.

The study further noted that informed parents always believe that private schools offer a distinct kind of education that provides more services for their children. The above study findings are in agreement with Nyamboga., Gwiyo & Chukwasa (2019) who asserted that private schools choose to follow the national curriculum, as all public schools, or they can pick a different curriculum. Overall, private secondary schools offer higher academic standards, better facilities and a greater choice of extra-curriculum activities that meet most parents’ expectations as ascertained by Gulzar (2018). This implies that many private secondary schools focus on specifically crafting a specialized experience for learners. They are not legally obliged to follow the national curriculum. Instead, they are all allowed to decide upon their own preferred curriculum. Some of the private schools have preferred international syllabus like UK syllabus so as to grown their children to meet the international requirements or standards in life.

Lastly, the study noted that in this community, educated parents always beliefs that their involvement, participation and communication are more easily valued and facilitated in private school setting. This concurs with Tao & Han (2017) who asserted that parents may not perceive themselves to be ‘clever enough’ to help their children with homework, but they provide additional support and guidance in helping their children learn, have better career path and concentrate on their academic activities as well as behaving morale. On the other hand, Tao & Han (2017) noted that when parents and guardians are involved in their children education, they do better on a wide range of measures. These positive effects include; more confidence, greater self-esteem and better behavior. This implies that parents with higher levels of ‘tradition’ values is more likely to send their children to private schools. They are encouraged to be involved in daily management of school. Private school always emphasize participatory planning where parents tend to influence daily school activities, and this boost their morale to send their children in a such school.

5.1.2 Influence of Household Income Status on Demand for Private Secondary School Education
The above study theme of examining influence of household income status on demand for private secondary school education in Sheema Municipality; and these include: 
The study noted that family material possessions influence parents’ choice of school for their children. This concurs with Lausanne (2021) who asserted that commercial family possession help to boost family monthly income as well as help them to acquire credit from financial institutions so as to afford/manage payment for their children in private schools. Parents usually mortgage their buildings or demand for payment advance from Diary cooperation, thus able to promptly clear their children’s education requirements as needed by the private school administrators. Besides, Alexander & Pallas (2021) who argued that the choice of school is commonly influenced by the family material possession. Families with many material possessions in form of commercial buildings, farms and other business projects have higher income and this encourages them to take their children to private schools. Such parents can afford school dues demanded by private school administrators without a hustle, compared to their counterparts. This implies that families with a lot of material possessions especially commercial building around Kabwohe town, banana plantation and those involved in dairy farming in the neibourhood of the Sheema Municipality, been found to have higher family income levels. Such families with stable income sources usually choose private schools that charge higher school fees; though, they can afford clear the necessary school dues and other requirement in time. 
The study further noted that the household income status influences parents’ choice of school for their children. This concurs with Lukutsa (2022) who asserted that children from families with stable household income enjoy studying in private secondary schools. Parents always take their children to such private schools courtesy of prevailing school environment and available school facilities. Most of private schools have a good environment with enough educational facilities that encourage proper teaching-learning process to be attained (Berry, 2020). This implies that the level of household income influences parents’ choice of school where their children have to attend too. Parents with high income earning, take their children to modern private schools that have adequate educational facilities and condusive environment. This because, they can easily afford the school fees demand required by the school; as they also wish for their children to study in a condusive environment that encourages proper teaching-learning.

The study also noted that household savings influence parents’ choice of school for their children in this community. This concurs with Machumu (2019) who asserted that as consumption expenditures are increasingly recognized as direct measures of students’’ material well-being, they provide new insights into the process of intergenerational transfers from parents. Besides, Alyani., Mariana & Syahirah (2018) argued that household wealth is used as a measure of children’s access to school. Families with high household savings can easily manage to pay for their children’s education requirements without struggling. They always prefer private secondary education being vital to their children needs. This implies that children from good home background with high household savings are commonly taken to expensive secondary schools, which are private owned. Families with high financial base tend to take their children to better and first class private schools within and outside the Municipality. They believe and well convised that those are schools with good environment that could be condusive atmosphere to easily be managed by their children. Most of such schools have good feeding habits and the accommodation premises are well furnished and ventilated.

The study noted that parents prefer taking their children to public schools expecting to pay affordable school fees. This concurs with Tao & Han (2017) who asserted that public schools charge little money than private schools; and this due to all expenses in public schools being paid by the government unlike the private secondary schools. Besides, Mushemeza (2020) noted that most parents prefer taking their school going children to public schools in an expectation to pay affordable school fees. Parents prefer taking their children to affordable schools to avoid getting depressed because of high school dues they are expected to meet; and this explains why most children from low income earning background get enrolled to public schools especially universal secondary schools to benefit from free education. This implies that parents tend to take their children to universal secondary education schools so as to benefit from free education. Most of those parents from low income background cannot afford todays exorbitant fees charged by schools, thus prefers taking them to cheaper schools. 

The study further noted that there is public outcry on the exorbitant school fees charged by private schools which influences parents’ choice of school. This concurs with Lukutsa (2022) who asserted that parents prefer cheap schools that can be manageable and less stressful in terms of paying school fees. On the other hand, Yaacob., Osman & Bachok (2017) who noted that public outcry on the exorbitant school dues charged by the private schools makes parents to decide taking their children to public schools. There is low enrolment of children in private secondary schools as a result of high school dues charged by them. High school dues scare away parents and guardians, and they decide taking their children to public schools. This implies that the high exorbitant school fees charged by the private secondary schools in Sheema municipality and across this country Uganda, force parents to run away for seeking education services from an alternative cheap school’s especially those benefiting from free education for all programme. 
The study also noted that distance from school effects the same way as like tuition fees because of the transportation cost thus influencing parents’ school choice. This concurs with Mutanga(2020) who asserted that distance affects the frequency of walking or cycling to school inversely; hence, as the distance between a students’ home and school decreases, the livelihood of active travel increases. Secondary schools located beyond 2-3Km become a barrier to secondary education and students’ enrolment. Economically better-off households that can easily afford transport expenses for their children have higher chances of completing secondary education. Parents prefer their children to study in the nearby school to avoid transport expenses and other social risks that may be involved along the way as ascertained by Lausanne (2021). This implies that parents’ choice of school is influenced by the distance from home to school premises. Parents consider the money involved in paying their children transport on daily business especially day scholars. A lot of money is spend too and from the school, thus tend to influence parents to decide choosing the nearby schools.

Lastly, the study noted that in this community, some rich parents choose a private school for their children because of a more disciplined environment, sense of security for their children and other social amenities available at school. This concurs with Maseka & Mabuku (2019) who asserted that children in private schools enjoy social activities and athletics especially clubs, games and sports. Private secondary schools are brilliant at finding something a child can excel at. One of the vital attractive benefits of private schools that motivate parents to take their children there is that pastoral care or the wellbeing of students is well embedded in independent schools and plays a crucial part in supporting children’s mental, physical, social and intellectual development. Besides, Tao & Han (2017) also noted that private schools have stringent school rules and regulations to promote students discipline. Thus, parents like their children to join private schools because of such school environment and disciplinary measures that exist within the school. They prefer paying exorbitant school fees, but to have their children attain good education and come-out of school with discipline. This implies that parents prefer taking their children to expensive private secondary schools because of the available social amenities, security of the school and presence of disciplined environment. Private secondary schools have required social amenities for the all students. The student-teacher ratio is much smaller than in public secondary schools. 
5.1.3 Influence of Family Size on Demand for Private Secondary School Education 
The above study theme of ascertaining the influence of family size on demand for private secondary school education in Sheema Municipality; and these ranges from; 
Study findings revealed that the number of schools going children has an influence on parents’ choice of school. This concurs with Alexander & Pallas (2021) who argued that the number of school going children in a household greatly influence parents’ choice of school. Parents with few or limited number of school going children prefer private secondary schools since they can be manageable to them. They can be able to cater for their school fees and other school requirements at ease, unlike their counterparts. Parents who have many school going children prefer taking them to public school to benefit on free education programs as ascertained by Machumu (2019). This implies that children from large families especially extended families tend to attend cheap schools, mostly especially universal secondary education schools. Parents encourage them to join and access education from free education schools that could be cheap in terms of school fees, thus affordable to many school dues for all school going children. 

The study noted that children from polygamous family tend to be many and their parents cannot afford school fees for all of them thus resorting to sending them to public schools with USE program. This concurs with Namuddu (2021) who asserted that school going children from extended and polygamous are always many; and it remains difficult for their parents to manage paying their school fees in private education institutions. Parents tend to choose public secondary school for them that could be affordable and manageable to pay their education requirement with limited financial resources available within polygamous homes. Besides, Beavis (2019) noted that parents always fail to manage catering for all education requirements for the large number of school going children from polygamous families. Most school going children from polygamous families tend to join public secondary schools because of cheaper financial resources involved. Such large numbers of school going children from polygamous families tend to be difficult for parents to manage their required education requirements in private secondary schools. Implying that parents prefer to send their children from polygamous background to cheap schools, commonly public secondary schools to avoid meeting expensive financial resources involved. Public secondary schools demand little school fees and other school requirements that can be affordable by parents with large number of school going children. 
Additionally, the study noted that in this community, children from larger families are found to be attending public secondary schools. This concurs with Berry (2020) who argued that the parents’ choice of school to be attended by their children is commonly influenced by the family size. School going children from larger families tend to be encouraged to join public secondary schools courtesy of little financial resources involved. Besides, Ngatuni & Matoka (2020) asserted that public schools charge little money and other are totally free especially universal secondary education schools that parents are required to only buy exercise books, pens and uniform for their children. This implies that those children from large families always attend public secondary schools. Parents encourage them to access their education from affordable public secondary schools, unlike those from smaller families that their parents can easily manage the exorbitant fees charged by the private secondary schools.

The study further noted that parents with few numbers of children are able to afford private school fees thus influence their choice of education. This is in line with Nyamboga., Gwiyo & Chukwasa (2019) who asserted that households with limited number of children enjoy the prevalence and benefits of private secondary schools. Such parents can manage clearing their school dues quickly. This categories of parents and household even those with limited household income have a capacity to take their children to expensive private secondary schools. Besides, Chevalier., Harmon., O’Sullivan & Walker (2018) noted that parents and families with limited number of school going children can be able to afford the education expenses in private secondary schools. They can manage to pay exorbitant schools fees and meet other educational requirements in time. Parents can easily manage to meet the educational requirements without getting exhausted. This implies that those parents and guardians with limited number of children in their homes can manage to pay school fees and meet other educational requirements for their children. 
The study noted that parental attention by parents decline as the number of children in a family increase thus influencing their choice of education. This concurs with Alyani.,  Mariana & Syahirah (2018) who argued that parental attention to their children always decline among large families with large number of school going children. Parents cannot manage to help their children do homework daily of which private schools have a tendency of giving students homework on daily basis. Thus, rising numbers of students taken out of private secondary schools by parents who can no longer afford the fees are ending up in public schools as ascertained by Okoroji., Anyanwu & Ukpere (2019). This implies that those families with large number of school going children lack parental attention and career guidance. Parents cannot adequately and equally help all the children at once. Parents cannot manage giving their attention to all of them equally at the same time, thus prefer taking their children to public schools. 
Lastly, the study noted that family size has an influence of parents’ involvement in career guidance. This concurs with Yaacob., Osman & Bachok (2017) who asserted that career guidance helps to create targeted lesson plans and materials, such as interview skills and employability skills worksheets for school going children. Parents can easily manage few school going children to manage their life, learning and work. Besides, Mutanga (2020) argued that family size greatly determines whether parents and guardians get involved in career guidance to their children. When the numbers of school going children are many, parents and guardians cannot manage to have effective individual career talk and help them to have a right career paths. This implies that limited number of school going children in a home help parents to have career guidance. Parents can have career guidance for crucial developing the confidence, knowledge and skills those students need to make well-informed, relevant choices and plans for their future. 
CHAPTER SIX
CONCLUSIONS AND RECOMMEDATIONS 
6.0 Introduction 

This chapter contains the conclusion of findings and recommendations of the study as presented in chapter four in order to establish whether the objectives of the study were achieved, to answer the research questions. These follow the sequence of research questions as developed from the research objectives. The areas for further study are equally presented in this chapter.
6.1 Conclusions 
From the findings and discussion above in chapter four and five respectively, the following conclusions were drawn. 
Basing on the objective one, it is concluded that common reasons for choosing private schools is that educated parents believe their children get a superior education; parents who are highly qualified want to provide their children education in private schools; and informed parents always have positive beliefs on the education services provided by private schools to be better thus influencing their decision to school choice; these are the major influence of parental education level on demand for private secondary school education in Sheema Municipality.
Reference to objective two, it is concluded that family material possessions influences parents’ choice of school for their children; the household income status influences parents’ choice of school for their children; and household savings influence parents’ choice of school for their children in this community. These are the major influence of household income status on demand for private secondary school education in Sheema Municipality.
Reference to objective three, it was also concluded that the number of school going children has an influence on parents’ choice of school; children from polygamous family tend to be many and their parents cannot afford school fees for all of them thus resorting to sending them to public schools with USE program; and children from larger families are found to be attending public secondary schools. These are the major influence of family size on demand for private secondary school education in Sheema Municipality.
6.3 Recommendations 
Following the analysis of the study, the researcher came up with the following recommendations as follows. 
The study recommended that government need to boost household income levels through extending funding to development projects and financial aid in form of revolving loans to low income earners. This would eventually enhance household income level thus boosting parents’ financial ability to take their children in better schools. 

The study recommends that government of Uganda need to promote parents education level, and this could be either through Functional Adult Literacy and vocational institutions so as to get equipped with skills to be involved in entrepreneurship thus improving their household income to afford their children’s education requirements.

The study recommended that family size should be minimized. This can be achieved through control of child birth, and avoiding polygamous marriages. This shall enhance parents’ ability to have the best choice for their children.

6.3 Areas of Further Research 
The researcher carried this study in order to examine the “Determinants of Household Demand for Private Secondary School Education in Sheema Municipality”; but the study was not exhaustive owing to constraints in terms of scope, time and finance. Further research is therefore needed in areas such as: -  
a) Head-teacher leadership styles and the private secondary school education in Uganda.

b) The nature of school environment and the private secondary school education in Uganda.
c) Teachers’ rewards and the private secondary school education in Uganda.
d) The nature of home background and the private secondary school education in Uganda.
In conclusion, more research should be done about the determinants of household demand for private secondary school education in other parts of Uganda, so as to compare with results got from Sheema Municipality so as to draw a ground for recommendations.  
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APPENDICES

APPENDIX I: CONSENT FORM

TOPIC: DETERMINANTS OF HOUSEHOLD DEMAND FOR PRIVATE SECONDARY SCHOOL EDUCATION IN SHEEMA MUNICIPALITY
Introduction: I am, Asiimire Arinaitwe, a Masters student from Uganda Christian University. I am conducting a study entitled “Determinants of Household Demand for Private Secondary School Education in Sheema Municipality”.
Purpose of the Study: The purpose of the study shall be to establish the determinants of household demand for private secondary school education in Sheema Municipality. 
Procedure of Study: You have been identified to participate in the study and I wish to ask a few questions regarding the “Determinants of Household Demand for Private Secondary School Education in Sheema Municipality”. Your responses/answers will help us to establish how best we can improve on private secondary education in Sheema Municipality, Uganda. The responses will be recorded on the questionnaire. 

Benefits and Risks: The results of this study will be beneficial to the private secondary education in Sheema Municipality, Uganda, entire region and country at large.  There are no anticipated risks as a result of your participation in this study.

Who will participate in the study?: The study will comprise parents (members of PTA/BOGs) and key informants (including of head teachers, deputy head teachers, MEO, Inspector of Schools, school directors and teachers). At least key informants will be interviewed, 40 teachers will participate in focus group discussions and about 106 parents will be asked to fill a questionnaire. 
Risks: This study poses no risks to you personally or your institution except for the risk of inconvenience of your time during the interview.  

Dissemination of Results: The school leaders may request a copy of the final report for reference and in agreement with the principal investigator may request for a presentation to aid knowledge sharing sessions with the school management, and teachers as well as municipal officials. 

Confidentiality: Your answers will be taken generally as a contribution from one member of the participants. The answers will be treated in confidence and used for purposes of this study only. It is not necessary that you give your name and nobody will be allowed access to the questionnaires used as they will be immediately collected and kept by the principal investigator only. For the purposes of this research study, your comments will not be anonymous. Every effort will be made by the researcher to preserve your confidentiality including the following: 
· Assigning code names/numbers for participants that will be used on all research notes and documents
· Keeping notes, interview transcriptions, and any other identifying participant information in a locked file cabinet in the personal possession of the researcher.
Participant data will be kept confidential except in cases where the researcher is legally obligated to report specific incidents. These incidents include, but may not be limited to, incidents of abuse and suicide risk. 

Voluntary Consent: You are free to choose whether you should take part in this study or not. You will not be persecuted in any way for declining to take part in the study neither will it affect you at work place. We shall only proceed beyond this point if you accept to take part in the study. You are also free to stop at any stage of the study if you feel uncomfortable. If you have any questions about the study now or at any time during the study, you may contact the principal investigator: Asiimire Arinaitwe on Telephone 0753,380,242 Contact. Information or Questions: If you have questions at any time about this study, or you experience adverse effects as the result of participating in this study, you may contact the researcher whose contact information is provided on the first page. If you have questions regarding your rights as a research participant, or if problems arise which you do not feel you can discuss with the Primary Investigator, please contact the Uganda Christian University Research Board on Tel:+256(0)772 405357, Email: pwaiswa@musph.ac.ug and the secretary on Tel:+256(0)775737627, Email: oahimbisibwe@ucu.ac.ug
Voluntary Participation: Your participation in this study is voluntary. It is up to you to decide whether or not to take part in this study. If you decide to take part in this study, you will be asked to sign a consent form. After signing the consent form, you are still free to withdraw at any time and without giving a reason. Withdrawing from this study will not affect the relationship you have, if any, with the researcher. If you withdraw from the study before data collection is completed, your data will be returned to you or destroyed. 
Statement of Consent 
I …………………………………………… grant consent that as a teacher selected on account of my knowledge, experience and willingness to communicate my opinions do accept that the information I share during in the questionnaire may be used by Asiimire Arinaitwe for research purposes. 
The information I share can be freely used by the researcher provided that my privacy will be protected. I understand that by signing this form, I do not waive off my legal rights but merely indicate that I have been informed about the research study in which I am voluntarily agreeing to participate.
A copy of this will be provided to me.
Participant’s Name:------------------------------------------------------------------

Participant’s Signature: ----------------------------------------------------------------------
      Researcher’s Name: Asiimire Arinaitwe
     Researcher’s Signature: ------------------------------------------------------------------

     Date

              : -------------------------------------------------------------------

Appendix II: Questionnaire 

Teachers and Students Representative’s Information 

Introduction

Dear respondent,

My name is ASIIMIRE ARINAITWE, a Masters student of Uganda Christian University carrying out a study on “Determinants of Household Demand for Private Secondary School Education in Sheema Municipality”. This questionnaire aims to get participant views in order to enhance the teacher effectiveness in the school. Your views and opinions are central to all the decisions that will be made in ensuring that private secondary school education is improved. 
The information provided for this research will be purely for academic purposes and will be treated with utmost confidentiality.

Thank you for the time to complete this questionnaire. ​ 

Date: ………………….

I request you to read the instruction against each section/question carefully and answer it accordingly.
Instruction:
Kindly tick or precisely fill in where applicable or respond according to the instruction given.

Section A

1- Age

· Below 18 years

· 18 – 27 years 

· 28 – 37 years

· 38 – 47 years

· 48 – 57 years

· Above 58 years

2- Sex (Gender)

· Male

· Female

3- What is the highest qualification that you have attained?

· PhD

· Masters’ Degree

· Bachelor’s Degree

· Diploma

· Others specify------------------------------------------------------------------------------

4- How long have you been holding that position in this school?

· Below 5 years

· Between 6 – 10 years

· Between 11 – 15 years

· Over 16 years

​           General Instruction on Sections B, C & D

Using the scale below, please tick the score you think is most appropriate to the issues in the given item(s) Scale: 
	Strongly Agree
	Agree
	Not Sure
	Disagree
	Strongly Disagree

	5
	4
	3
	2
	1


Section B

	
	
	5
	4
	3
	2
	1

	
	Influence of parental education level on demand for private secondary school education
	
	
	
	
	

	1.
	In our society, informed parents always believe that private schools offer a distinct kind of education that provides more services for their children
	
	
	
	
	

	2.
	In our community, parents who are highly qualified want to provide their children education in private schools
	
	
	
	
	

	3.
	Informed parents always have positive beliefs on the education services provided by private schools to be better thus influencing their decision to school choice
	
	
	
	
	

	4.
	In private schools, parents always prepare their child on personal knowledge and work directly with them on learning activities at home
	
	
	
	
	

	5.
	Most common reasons for choosing private schools is that educated parents believe their children get a superior education.
	
	
	
	
	

	6.
	In our community, educated parents always beliefs that their involvement, participation and communication are more easily valued and facilitated in private school setting
	
	
	
	
	

	7.
	Any other (specify)
	
	
	
	
	


----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Section C

	
	
	5
	4
	3
	2
	1

	
	Influence of household income status on demand for private secondary school education
	
	
	
	
	

	1.
	In our area, parents prefer taking their children to public schools expecting to pay affordable school fees.
	
	
	
	
	

	2.
	The household income status influences parents’ choice of school for their children
	
	
	
	
	

	3.
	Household savings influence parents’ choice of school for their children in this community 
	
	
	
	
	

	4.
	In our area, family material possessions influences parents’ choice of school for their children
	
	
	
	
	

	5.
	There is public outcry on the exorbitant school fees charged by private schools which influences parents’ choice of school
	
	
	
	
	

	6.
	Distance from school effects the same way as like tuition fees because of the transportation cost thus influencing parents’ school choice
	
	
	
	
	

	7.
	In our community, some rich parents choose a private school for their children because of a more disciplined environment, sense of security for their children and other social amenities available at school 
	
	
	
	
	

	8.
	Any other (specify)
	
	
	
	
	


-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Section D

	
	D, Items
	5
	4
	3
	2
	1

	
	Influence of Family Size on Demand for Private Secondary School Education
	
	
	
	
	

	1.
	In our community, the number of school going children has an influence on parents’ choice of school 
	
	
	
	
	

	2.
	Children from polygamous family tend to be many and their parents cannot afford school fees for all of them thus resorting to sending them to public schools with USE program
	
	
	
	
	

	3.
	In our community, children from larger families are found to be attending public secondary schools
	
	
	
	
	

	4.
	In our community, parents with few numbers of children are able to afford private school fees thus influence their choice of education
	
	
	
	
	

	5.
	Parental attention by parents decline as the number of children in a family increase thus influencing their choice of education 
	
	
	
	
	

	6.
	In our community, family size has an influence of parents’ involvement in career guidance 
	
	
	
	
	

	7.
	Any other (specify)
	
	
	
	
	



------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------


------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------


------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

END     

Thank you for your participation and time.

APPENDIX III: INTERVIEW GUIDE

Interview Guide for Head teachers, School Directors Deputy Head Teachers, MEO, & MIS 
Guiding Questions

1. In your view, how does parental education level influence demand for private secondary school education in your school? 
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
2. In your view, what is the influence of household income status on demand for private secondary school education in your school?
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
3. In your view, explain how does family size influence demand for private secondary school education in your school? 
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
4. How best do you want parents’ choice of school to be handled and improved? 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
5. How best do you want private secondary school education to be improved?

-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------                                 Thank you for your Co-operation 
 APPENDIX IV: FOCUS GROUP DISCUSSION GUIDE

Interview Guide for Parents’ Representatives
Guiding Questions

1. How does parental education level influence demand for private secondary school education in your school? 
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
2. What is the influence of household income status on demand for private secondary school education in your school?
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------Explain how does family size influence demand for private secondary school education in your school? 
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
        4. How best do you want parents’ choice of school to be handled and improved? 

-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
       5. How best do you want private secondary school education to be improved?

-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------                                             

                                                Thank you for your Co-operation 

APPENDIX V: KREJCIE AND MORGAN’S (1970) TABLE
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